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Books that every Librarian can 
3 recommend with confidence 


/. The Golden Shore 


ELINOR LYON 
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The Times Literary Supplement. 12/6 net 


2. Ballet for Drina 


JEAN ESTORIL 


The story of a girl who, from the time she was very 
small, was determined to be a ballet dancer, despite 
opposition. ‘10/6 net 


3. The Golden Stallion’s 
Victory — 


RUTHERFORD G. MONTGOMERY 
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Boys’ Own Paper. din 


The Publishers are HODDER AND STOUGHTON in the City of London 
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THE BLUE BOAT 


William Mayne’s tale of two boys, a boat and 
a mere takes its readers to the edge of make- 
believe. . 10s 6d net 


THE SPRING OF THE YEAR 


Elfrida Vipont’s new book follows The Lark on 
the Wing, continuing the chronicle of the 
Haverards. 10s 6d net 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


A collection of stories about Africa and her 


animals by René Guillot. 9s 6d net 


A SHADOW ON THE SEA 


The story of four children, a canoe and a 
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TIGER IN THE BUSH 


A boy’s adventures in a remote Tasmanian valley, 
by Nan Chauncy, author of Fortune for the Brave. 
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Henry Treece 


has written a new historical 
novel, MEN OF THE HILLS 
(Illus. 12s 6d), which is set 
in Stone Age Britain and is 
a brilliant reconstruction of 
a little-known period. This 
is one of Christine Price’s 
striking illustrations for the 
book. Another important 
new title is THE DOUBLING 33 2. 
ROD (Illus. 12s 6d) by Ada * 


Harrison; a family adventure story, with an intriguing 





touch of fantasy, it has been chosen by Noel Streatfeild as 
a runner-up for the March Young Elizabethan Book of the 
Month. A new novel for older girls is coming from Mabe/ 
Esther Allan, BLACK FOREST SUMMER (108 6d) and this time 
she has chosen Germany for her setting. Finally, there is 
an addition to the popular ‘Let’s Do...’ series, LET’s 
DO SOME COOKING! (Illus. 7s 6d) by Anthony Parker. 
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New and forthcoming from the Children’s Book Department of 
J. M. DENT & SONS LTD 


The Wide Blue Road 
Marion Campbell 


and authentic 
Illustrated by Frank R. 


its, and squires in a vivid 
istorical story of Scotland. 
Grey. lls. 6d. 


Nicky Goes Ashore 
M. C. Carey 


‘Everyday’ family life in Chelsea, with a 
sripping story in which Nicky, the small 
rom e 


fi th e, is mixed up. 
, a by a -* Foster. 11s. 6a. 


MARCH 


Corsican Adventure 
Viola Bayley 


The Marriott family, of Paris Adventure, 
find their peaceful holida 
changed into a breath-taking adventure. 
Illus. by Marcia Lane Foster. lls. 6d. 


Mystery at Manthorpe 
Wilfrid Robertson 
Ry ay Be =e 


recommended to both boy -— 
readers. 


Jamboree Challenge 
Arthur Catherall 


A scouting story with special appeal to 
Jamboree troopers and aspirants; ready 
shortly before the Scouts’ World Jamboree 
at Sutton Park, Warwi ire. Illustrated 
by Kenneth Brookes. 10s. 6d. 


Noreen’s First Case 


Helen Dawson 
A detective story involving the activities 
of the ‘masked three’ in the Gay 
House girls’ school. 10s. s 


APRIL AND MAY 


More Jan Perry Stories 
Modwena Sedgwick 


fam, the little harvest mouse, shows a: 
charm and curiosity in stories which 


Adventure in the Outback 
Phyllis M. Power 


Action story of life on a large cattle station 


won their public over the air. Illustrated inland from Darwin, N. Ter., Australia. 
by Rosalie Fry. 7s. Illustrated by Helen Harvie. lls. 6d. 
JUNE 


Introducing Schubert 
Kitty Barne - 
New volume (following Handel and 


Mozart) in Kitty Barne’s Introduction’ 
series. Illus. by ry. $. Crockford. 7s. 6d. 


Island Hideaway 


Margaret Govan 
A Canadian backwoods story by the author 
o The Trail of the Red Canoe and The 
Trail of the Broken Snowshoe. 10s. 6d. 





JUST OUT IN DENT’S CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED CLASSICS 


The Water Babies 
Charles Kingsley 


Illustrated Rosalie K. > tae 
8 in. by 5% in. 10s. 


Little Men 
Louisa May Alcott 


Illustrated by Harry 5 
Demy 8vo. 12s. 6d 


List available of ‘a volumes now in this famous series 














In 1957 - the standard 
life of Christ for children 


THE 
TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 
JOINS CHRISTIAN LEADERS* OF 
MANY DENOMINATIONS 
IN ACCLAIMING 


JESUS 
OF NAZARETH 


by Joy Harington 


‘Parents and teachers are 


urged to put this altogether 


remarkable work into the 
hands of their children 
and then read it themselves.’ 


Times Educational Supplement 


* INCLUDING 


DR. LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD PROF. JAMES S, STEWART 
THE BISHOP OF STEPNEY PRINCIPAL JOHN MARSH 


Published at 12/6 net by 
BROCKHAMPTON PRESS - Market Place - Leicester 
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with Methuen’s 
Outlines 
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“They are splendid as source books, but will also be ideal as gift 
books . . . Will delight the younger secondary school pupil, either 
as gifts or in the school library.—Higher Education Journal. 


At 8s. 6d. net each 


The Story of Ships, S. E. Ellacott 
The Story of Aircraft (3rd edn.), 


S. E. Ellacott. 


Wheels on the Road (2nd edn.), 
S. E. Ellacott 
The Horse through the Ages, C. G. Trew 
The Story of British Locomotives, 
R. B. Way 
The Story of the Kitchen, S. E. Ellacott 
The Story of Nursing, #7. M. Calder 
Castles and Fortresses, R. R. Sellman 
Early Explorers (to A.D. 1500), 
L. F. Hobley 
Railways for Britain, P. Thornhill 
Growth of Mechanical Power, 
M. Tomalin 
Exploring the Americas, L. F. Hobley 
The Story of Money, A. H. Quiggin 
Forge and Foundry, S. E. Ellacott 
The Crusades, R. R. Sellman 
Opening Africa, L. F. Hobley 
The Story of Song, P. Young 


At 8s. 6d. net each 
Instrumental Music, P. Young 
Guns, S. E. Ellacott 
Roman Britain, R. R. Sellman 
English Churches, R. R. Sellman 


At 10s. 6d, net each 
The Vikings, R. R. Sellman 
Exploring the Pacific, 
L. F. Hobley 
The Elizabethan Seamen, 
R. R. Sellman 
Spinning and Weaving, 
S. E. Ellacott 
Ready Shortly 
Ancient Greece, Duncan Taylor 
Exploring Australia, 
Eve Pownall 
Shakespeare, H. M. Burton 
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Four New Novels 
Monica Edwards | crrranon seam 


A new novel of the Romney Marshes which, like 
her Cargo of Horses, strikes a topical note. The 
formation of a Seabirds Rescue League, complete 
with clinic run by Tamzin and Rissa to de-oil the 
birds they find on the seashore, makes an exciting 
and unusual novel. April 1. 10s. 6d. 

Illustrated by Geoffrey Whittam 


ADVENTURE 


Dorothy Clewes os sainsow istaxo 


The smallest and most exotic of our Channel Is- 
lands (which the Queen will visit in July), Sark, 
is the setting of this summer holiday adventure. 

Illustrated, 10s. 6d. 


Joanna Cannan  caze ar mi moon 


A good novel that tells how Dinah realised her 
two ambitions ; to own a grey mare, and to go to 
an art school. Illustrated, 9s. 6d. 


Josephine Pullein- Thompson 


A new pony story, Pony Club Camp, by this well- 
known and favourite author. Illustrated, 9s. 6d. 


and a first-class book about pets 


A Weasel in my Meatsafe 


PHIL DRABBLE tells of how, as a town boy, he acquired an over- 
whelming love of wild animals. Starting from a goldfish bowl of 
newts he graduated through wild birds and rats to badgers, stoats 
and, most unusual of all, the tame weasel which took possession of 
his meatsafe. Beautifully illustrated by Ralph Thompson. 14s. 





HARRAP SELECTED TITLES 


Strange 


Peoples 
IRVIN BLOCK 


This is a fascinating, 
easy-to-read  intro- 
duction to anthropol- 
ogy—the study of 
man. What makes 
people behave as 
they do? Why are 
some peacable and 
others aggressive ? 
What has geography 
to do with the laws we make ? Ques- 
tions like these are answered in this 
book. nd papers. 
10s. 6d. (11 years and over) 


We Go To Holland 


SYLVIA L. CORBRIDGE 


This latest title in the popular Harrap 
‘We Go’ Series, is by a new author. 
Two young English children, staying 
with Dutch families, learn about the 
people—their way of life, their food, 
their pleasures and loyalties, their 
optimistic and enterprising attitude 
to the future. 


Illustrated. 9s.6d. (10-14 years) 


Bright Eyes 
the Glider Possum 


VERONICA BASSER 


An amusing colourful book for boys 
and girls who like animal stories. It 
tells of the life of this creature of the 
Australian forest lands from the day 
he was born. Illustrated 
6s. 6d. (8-12 years). April 


Through an 
Opera Glass 


IRENE GASS 


This is a history of opera from 1600, 
giving amusing anecdotes of com- 
posers, singers and performances, and 
descriptions of the behaviour of 
audiences through the centuries. The 
book is written with a light touch 
throughout. Operas of great com- 
posers are given in some detail, and 
there is a practical chapter on writing 
an opera. 9s. 6d. (11 years and over) 


Men Who Served 


Afriea 
JOSEPHINE KAMM 


The stories of the missionaries, scien- 
tists, explorers, administrators of 
many nations who helped to bring 
light to the dark continent. Some of 
these men won lasting fame ; others 
are less well-known today than they 
deserve to be. By the author of He 
went with Captain Cook, etc. 

Illustrated. 10s.6d. (10-16 years) 


Canal Holiday 


WINIFRED FINLAY 


author of “The Lost Silver of Lang- 
don,” “Storm over Cheviot” etc. 


An excellent story with a background 
of canal life in the Midlands. Some 
children have an adventurous time 
learning the ways of barge _ a 
they set out in search of a 

family relic. 8s.6d. (10- 14 ae 
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How to Make Dollis’ Houses 
by AUDREY JOHNSON 


The only book of its kind: fully illustrated 

instructions for making and furnishing a variety 

of attractive houses, starting with a simple 

schoolhouse and going on to many more elabor- <} 

ate constructions—a tall villa, a sweet shop, a 

hunting lodge. 9 photographs, many 7 ~~ 
net 


Socrates: the man who dared to ask 
by CORA MASON 


On its way to becoming a children’s classic. From the latest review: 
‘An imaginative presentation of the life of Socrates . . . It is extremely 
sucessful. Partly by the use of dramatic form . .. but much more 
through the simplicity and excellence of the writing we have a series 
of pictures which live and breathe . . . a sensitive narrative which it 
is a pleasure to read, (CLASSICAL REVIEW) 


Illustrated, 9/6 net, AGE 13 uP. 
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Science and the Doctor 


by F. R. ELWELL and Dr. J. RICHARDSON 


An unusual book for older boys and girls. It describes how scientific 

discoveries of many kinds have aided doctors throughout the centuries, 

and especially today, both in diagnosing and fighting disease. 
Illustrated, 13/6 net, TEENAGE, April 


Men of Courage 
by HOWARD JONES 


Six concise biographies written round the theme of courage. John 
Bunyan, Edward Wilson, William Penn, Joseph Lister, Lord Shaftes- 
bury and Wilfred Grenfell are the characters portrayed, in a manner 
calculated to stimulate rather than satisfy the reader’s interest. 
Illustrated by GEOFFREY WHITTAM, 12/6 net, AGE 14 uP, April 


Simon of Simonstown 
by MARJORIE SANKEY 


Another book in our ‘Overseas Adventure Series’, this 
time set in the Cape Peninsula. The mystery involves 
Simon Darrell and his friends in some exciting adven- 
tures centred round the Naval Dockyard of Simons- 
town ; there are also some vivid sketches of, the South 
African background. 11/6 net, AGE 12 up, April 


York House, Portugal Street, London W.C.2, 











Jreindeer 
Books 


‘Particular congratulations are due 
to Messrs. Hamish Hamilton for 
their new Reindeer Books . . .” 


TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT 
8s. 6d. net each 





HAMISH HAMILTON BOOKS 
for young children 





Antelope 
Books 


The new companion series to the 
Reindeer Books, specially written 
for children under eight years by 
well-established authors. 


6s. 6d. net each 


























TO REMEMBER 


A NEW SERIES for readers of eleven and upwards. 
Biographies of men and women whose achievements and 
example should inspire both young and old. 


First Titles [Illustrated Each 6s. 6d. net 


Helen Keller Jsaac Newton 
J. W. and ANNE TIBBLE PATRICK MOooRE 


St. Paul Louis Pasteur 
H,. K. Luce NESTA PAIN 


Future additions to the series will include Nansen, Dr. Barnardo, 
Gertrude Bell, John Wesley, George Stephenson, Wilfred Gren- 
fell, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson. 


LANDS AND PEOPLES SERIES 


A rapidly growing series of simple but authentic intro- 
ductions, each fully illustrated, most titles with some 
colour plates. Large Crown 8vo. Each 7s. 6d. net 


ARGENTINA NEW ZEALAND HOLLAND 
by George Pendle byR.W.Burchfield by Germaine King 


AUSTRALIA NORWAY INDIA 
by G. O. Cairns by John Dent by H. G. Rawlinson 


BELGIUM SCOTLAND ITALY 
by G. M. Ashby by George Brodlie by Rupert Martin 


CANADA SOUTH AFRICA SWITZERLAND 
by R. L. Gordon by D. Marquard by Rupert Martin 


UNITED STATES 

FRANCE SPAIN OF AMERICA 
by M. E. Garnett by Rupert Martin by 
F. G. Alletson Cook 


GREECE 


THE 
by SWEDEN WEST INDIES 
Francis Noel-Baker by G. M. Ashby by John Quarry 


ADAM & CHARLES BLACK 
4, 5 and 6 SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W.1 






































Two New Stories of Real Life 


One from history .. . 


Adventures at Windsor 


Castle 
VIOLET NEEDHAM 


The successor to ADVENTURES AT HAMPTON COURT in 
Violet Needham’s delightful series of adventures in time is set in 
Windsor Castle. In their 

dreams two boys travel 

back into the past and 

become involved in the 
dramatic events which made history. With these vivid and exciting 
stories young readers can absorb something of that history almost 
without knowing it. Illustrated by David Walsh. 8s6d net 


- - « and one from today 


The Penicillin Man 
xe JOHN ROWLAND 


This simply written life of Sir Alexander Fleming 
is a book which most children, even those with- 
out a scientific bent, will find deeply interesting. 
It is the story of one of the greatest medical 
discoveries of modern times, and of the research 
and experiments necessary before the miracle-working drug could be 
used in everyday medicine. Line frontispiece. 9s6d net 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 





The Brompton Library 





Each volume, written by an expert on the subject, 
is @ successful blend of anecdote and instruction 
calculated to appeal to the “teenager” 


Already Published 


INSTRUCTIONS TO 


YOUNG FOOTBALLERS. 
by TOM FINNEY 9/6 


YOUNG CRICKETERS 
by GRAVENEY & STATHAM 9/6 


YOUNG ANGLERS 
by MICHAEL SHEPHARD 9/6 


YOUNG SWIMMERS 
by W. JUBA 9/6 


YOUNG NATURALISTS 
by MAXWELL KNIGHT 10/6 


PONYMASTERSHIP 
by GLENDA SPOONER 12/6 
Forthcoming 


YOUNG ASTRONOMERS 
by H. P. WILKINS 10/6 


YOUNG ATHLETES 
by ROBERT BATEMAN 10/6 


May YOUNG GEOLOGISTS 
by D. H. DALBY 10/6 


YOUNG TENNIS PLAYERS 
by SUSAN NOEL 10/6 


All Volumes are Demy 8vo and Illustrated 
a MUSEUM PRESS LTD. ccusmmmmmmnllll 









































Roger Pilkington 
“Chief Superintendent Branxome of Scotland Yard and his 
children Jill, Peter and Michael, have already made one appear- 
ance on stage in Jan’s Treasure — and The Chesterfield Gold 
is in the nature of a well-deserved curtain call”—Times 
Literary Supplement. Illustrated. 13s. 6d. 


CHOKRA 
John Michael 


Chokra is a book which. ay hg he FH not only to young readers 
but to everybody who has had, or would like to have had, an 
out-of-doors childhood, Set in British India when horses still 


gb Ho Fe y life, it tells the st of a small 
Ohe Olina: for ‘small boy’), who loved 


oes aa and — bn great ambition was to become a jockey. 
Illustrated. 14s. 


CASTLE ON THE BORDER 
Margot Benary 


An inspiring story, by the | of The Ark, etc., about an 
orphan girl who joins a om < ung actors near the East- 
West border ds herself involved in rg 
desperate refugees. 3s. 6d. 


PLEASE KEEP OFF THE MUD 
Captain Frank Knight 


The exciting adventures, afloat and ashore near Smee oe 
Harbour, of Brenda and Derek Partridge, who ap ee 
Captain Knight’ 's Mudlarks and Mysteries. Illustrated. 13s. éd. 


MACMILLAN 





























Two More 


INFORMATION BOOKS 


in the casebound edition will be published in March, making 
a total of twenty-seven in this fully-illustrated series of 
books for children of 9-12 upwards. 


How Things are Obtained > How Things Developed 


TEA >: CASTLES 


by Trevor Jones by Leonora Fry 
F’cap 4to abeton 


Sales of information Books now exceed a quarter of a million copies 


THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLY ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
P.O. Box 194 Esavian House, 181 High Holborn, London, W.C.1 











ASKEWS OF PRESTON = 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 
people of all ages 


Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON 


Telephone 5049 é ae 
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from The Seven Sapphires 


Tessa to the Rescue 

LADY KITTY RITSON 

This story tells how Tessa Crompton 
and her friend Marie try to save the Rest 
Home for sick and retired horses,-and of 
their battle with the new managers of the 
Horse Centre Ltd. 

The Mayfair Library 8s 6d 


The Seven Sapphires 
ELISABETH KYLE 

and Wee Walter from Port Angus 
come to stay with Peter and Margot in 
London. Alarming for Wee Walter? He 
thrives on it, and is soon off on the quest of 
the Seven Sapphires. 
The Britannic Series 7s 6d 


Conspiracy at Abbey 
ERIC LEYLAND 
George, the brilliant scholar hopeless at 
games, and Godfrey, the inspired cricketer, 
are identical twins. Their father sent 
George to a great cricketing school and 
Godfrey to a crammer’s—or so he thought. 
Britannic Series 7s 6d 








NELSON 


some 
NELSON 


Spring books 
for boys 
and girls 


a complete catalogue 
of all Nelson books 

. for children 
can be had from 

the publishers 





Two on the Trail 


SYLVIA LITTLE 
Jackie and Judith are mystified by the 
behaviour of Molly and when they discover 
that she has left her hostel, telling no 
one where she is going, they set out to 
follow... 
The Panther Library 2s 6d 


Adventure Unlimited 
CAPT. W. E. JOHNS 
Another exciting adventure story about 
Digger (known to readers of Adventure 
Bound) 4 brilliant story-teller Captain 


Johns. is time the setting is in British 
Honduras. 
The Panther Library 2s 6d 


Kemlo and the End of Time 
E. C. ELIOTT 

Kemlo and his friends are returning from a 
long distance test flight when they are 
swirled hundreds of thousands of miles off 
course by an astral storm. Have they stumbled 
on to one of the secrets of space? 

The Spaceworld Series 6s 
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Illustration by C. Harnett from The Woolpack (Methuen) 


Cynthia Harnett 
by E. H. COLWELL 


HE historical story of today is very different 
from its fore-runners of thirty to forty years 
ago. Gone are the days when stock characters 
played against a period backcloth. Stories 
such as these gained vicarious life from a 
child’s imagination but threw little light on history. 
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looked like and were used for, or how vastly different 
the sky line of London was in the time of Henry V 
as compared with our own days. All these sketches 
are from actual things used in the period or from 
contemporary drawings, discovered by careful 
research. It is impressive to realise that in Stars of 
Fortune, for instance, there are eighty-four of these 
drawings as well as end-papers and a book jacket. As 
an artist, Cynthia Harnett is meticulous, and although 
her purpose compels her to concentrate on the 
functional, there are many charming little glimpses of 
countryside, river and city in her sketches. 


It might be thought that with so much information 
to impart in these social histories, the story — which, 
after all, is what children look for primarily — would 
be overshadowed. In the first book, The Great House, 
this was a danger, but with each new story the plot 
has become stronger and better sustained. There is 
plenty of excitement for the adventure loving child 
in the last three books. Dickon Sherwood performs 
a feat in Ring out, Bow Bells, that might daunt the 
bravest of men, Nicholas Fetterlock is an amateur 
detective in The Wool-pack, the Washington boys dare 
the scaffold in their romantic attempt to rescue 
Princess Elizabeth from her prison. Each plot arises 
naturally out of the period in which it is set. Note 
that children play the chief part in the action and show 
courage, resource and wit, and that girls, while they 
remain feminine, display as much character and spirit 
as their brothers. 


All Cynthia Harnett’s characters live, particularly 
her children. Which of us has not known a Dickon 
with his untidiness, gaiety and hot-headedness, a 
Francis with his inability to keep a secret, a tomboy 
like Cecily or a loving and loyal sister like Anne? They 


—_ -_ oo -- 2 eee och me eee oe ee Of 





THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 41 








are all real children, completely natural and refresh- 
ingly naughty at times. Their setting is a family life 
which is always convincing, for in it adults have their 
rightful place and are sympathetically drawn. There 
is no contempt for adult authority here, and although 
at times, because of the period, there must be severity 
and punishment, there is no undue harshness but much 
family affection. 


Not only does Cynthia Harnett re-create the surface 
details of life in other days, but she can capture the 
very emotion of a particular moment. Nicholas 
Fetterlock, as he listens to the chant of a Corpus 
Christi procession, feels that the very walls are singing. 
Suddenly he is conscious of “a great happiness. Praise 
and Joy. Praise and Joy.” Or Anne’s cry, “I wish 
things wouldn’t change. I’d like them to stay as they 
are always.” Or the strangely impressive entry of 
Henry the Fifth into London after the glorious victory 
of Agincourt. “He wore no armour. He did not 
even wear his crown. He was dressed in a plain gown 
of purple cloth — purple, the colour of Lent, the 
colour of mourning.” Here is a moment of history 
made memorable for the reader. 


Cynthia Harnett’s style is simple with no yielding to 
the temptation to over-embroider the colour and 
glamour of the periods she chooses. There is no 
“writing down” and children are credited with 
intelligence and powers of appreciation. Her prose 
is effortless and smooth, a pleasure to read for its choice 
of words and restraint. The format of her books 
suffers from the point of view of child readers, I 
venture to suggest, because of its rather smaller print 
and larger page in comparison with other books. 
These two physical factors tend to. give the books a 
quite unmerited appearance of difficulty to a child’s 
mind. 
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Cynthia Harnett reads history for pleasure, and any 
historical byway may capture her imagination and give 
rise to a story — the Wool trade in the Middle Ages 
which resulted in The Wool-pack, an interest in the 
Washington family and an old ballad which suggested 
that Princess Elizabeth was once hidden at Sulgrave 
Manor, which gave her the germ of Stars of Fortune. 
Her period chosen, she absorbs everything about it 
until it takes on life and she can “walk up and down 
in it” with familiarity. Her stories always have a 
firm basis of fact and as little unsupported surmise as 
possible. That the environment and setting of her 
books is authentic, the reader soon discovers if he sets 
out to follow the associations of the wool trade in the 
Cotswolds or the London of Ring out, Bow Bells. 
Even her hobbies help in her writing, for not only is 
she an accomplished artist, but she “collects” coats of 
arms all over the country by sketching them in colour 
and tracing the connection between the places in which 
she finds them and the original seat of the families 
concerned. 


So real does Miss Harnett make her books that the 
pupils of a school, fired with enthusiasm after reading 
The Wool-pack, organised their own mediaeval Fair, 
wove their own woollen goods and dyed them, and 
travelled to Burford to see the house in which they 
were convinced Nicholas had once lived. Surely no 
author could have a better proof of the success of her 
books ! 


And Cynthia Harnett the person? One has only to 
meet her to realise that her books are the natural 
expression of her likable and warm personality. Here 
is someone with a perpetual interest in “life,” whether 
it be of the fifteenth or the twentieth century. In her 
books her own enthusiasm and the faith which lies 
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behind them are reflected, through them we are con- 
scious of our abiding heritage from the past. 


It is reassuring that in these days of mediocrity, a 
writer of the calibre of Cynthia Harnett should have 
a place of honour in modern children’s literature, both 
here and in the United States. 





Illustration by C. Harnett from The Great House (Methuen) 








Illustration by David Walsh from My Brother Lambert ( 


Phoenix) 

















Some Background Stories 
Ili. U.S.A. - Canada - Latin America 


etc. 
U.S.A. 
Atcott, L. M. Little Women Dent 9/6 
Atcott, L. M. Good Wives Dent 9/6 


Illustrated by S. van Abbe. First published in 1867 and 
1871, the famous American family story about the four March 
sisters’ trials and triumphs. 'Warm-hearted and memorable. 
For all ages. 


Atwater, M. Avalanche Patrol Faber 9/6 

An older boy unexpectedly replaces an experienced snow 

ranger at a Rocky Mountain ski resort and helps track and 

capture some payroll bandits. Authentic atmosphere. For 
over 10’s. 


Binns, A. Sea-pup R.K.P. 7/6 
Illustrated by R. Candy. An American boy’s love for the 
orphaned white seal which has been such an amusing and 
mischievous pet is put to the test when he has to decide its 
future. Well thought-out, with an engaging animal hero and 

real humans. For 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Boytston, H. D. Sue Barton: Student Nurse Lane 6/- 

Boytston, H. D. Sue Barton: Senior Nurse Lane 6/- 

Boytston, H. D. Sue Barton: Visiting Nurse Lane 6/- 

Boy_tston, H. D. Sue Barton: Rural Nurse Lane 6/- 

Boytston, H. D. Sue Barton: Superintendent Nurse Lane 6/- 

Boytston, H. D. Sue Barton: Neighbourhood Nurse Lane 6/- 
H. D. 


BoYLSTON, Sue Barton: Staff Nurse Lane 6/- 

A friendly young woman’s experiences in American nurs- 

ing, from her first student days through her work with her 

doctor husband and her return in an emergency after she has 

settled down to raise a family. Reliable and wholesome. For 
over 10’s. 


Breck, V. High Trail Nelson 6/- 

Illustrated by T. R. Freeman. When her father has an 
accident on their camping holiday, Chloe takes a short-cut for 
help by attempting a hazardous Rocky Mountain climb. Two 
young men supply a slight note of romance at the end, For 
over 10’s, 
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Cavanna, B. Spurs for Susanna Lutterworth 6/- 

Illustrated by S. Lloyd. An American story about a city 

girl whose love of horses is temporarily shaken on a country 

holiday, but who gains control over herself in riding and in 
adjusting to family difficulties. Over 10’s. 


CHIPPERFIELD, J. E. Silver Star Hutchinson 8/6 
Illustrated by C. G. Ambler. An almost legendary wild 
stallion and his son and their free life in Montana supply the 
main interest, although the son is eventually subdued by a boy. 

For over 10’s. 


Eames, G. A Horse to remember Eyre & Spottiswoode 8/6 

Illustrated by Paul Brown. A story of children and 

horses on an American ranch, with a Cinderella horse and boy 
theme. For 8 - 13 year-olds. 


EnricHt, E. The Saturdays Heinemann 
EnricHt, E. The Four Storey Mistake Heinemann 8/ 
Enricut, E. Then there were Five Heinemann §8/ 
EnricHT, E. Spiderweb for Two Heinemann 8 
Illustrated by the author. Fresh human family stories 
about the Melendy family who live in New York City in 
the first book, when each child has a Saturday excursion on 
the pooled pocket money of the group, and who move to the 
country in the second book and raise some money for war 
bonds. In the third, they befriend an orphan from an unhappy 
home and eventually adopt him ; and in the fourth, Randy 
and Oliver are engaged in a treasure hunt while the rest of 
the family is away at school, which lasts until the next holidays. 


Much individuality and feeling for people and places. Over 
8’s. 


Eyre, K. W. Star in the Willows O.U.P. 8/6 
Illustrated by G. Howe. When her Mexican family 

moves to a Californian ranch, ten year-old Nita is befriended 

by the ranch-owner’s daughter and repays her by an act of 
bravery. Considerable horse interest. For 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Gay, A. John’s Journey Hodder & Stoughton 9/6 

Illustrated by Nora Unwin. John and his mother make 

the journey to America with Lucy of “Lucy’s League” to the 
home of Granny Gay at Cape Cod. For 8 - 11 year-olds, 





country 
and in 


1 8/6 
‘y wild 
ply the 

a boy. 


e 8/6 
nm and 


ind boy 


n 
n 
n 
n 


8/6 
stories 
City in 
sion on 
to the 
rr war 
nhappy 
Randy 
rest of 
olidays. 
Over 


. 8/6 
family 
riended 
act of 
ar-olds. 


n 9/6 
r make 
' to the 
Ids, 





THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 47 





HocartH, G. A. The Funny Guy Hamilton 9/6 

Illustrated by F. Wegner. A misfit twelve year-old girl 

in 1912, Massachusetts, finds a new friend and understanding 
after an unlucky year. For 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Howarp, E. The North Winds blow free Lane 7/6 
A romance for older girls in which the heroine’s family 
first provides a station on the escape route for slaves and then 
moves over the border to establish Freedom Village in Canada. 

For over 10’s. 


Howarp, E. Pedlar’s girl Lane 8/6 

A light romance with an 1880’s American setting, the 

heroine leaving the restrictions of town life for a trip in her 
uncle’s caravan. For over 10’s. 


Howarp, E. A Star to follow Lane 8/6 

Ellen and her sister join their parents on a boring army 

post in the Arizona desert; she comes to take an interest in 

the post and follows her star of studying medicine despite the 

opposition of the times — 1875. A dependable romance. For 
over 10’s. 


James, W. Book of Cowboy Stories Phoenix 10/6 
Illustrated by the author. The cowboy’s appreciation of 
a good horse and his need for a sense of vocation for his hard 
rough work is made clear in a sound selection of stories, 
sympathetic and vivid. All ages. 


Lenski, L. Blue Ridge Billy O.U.P. 11/6 


Lenski, L. Judy’s Journey O.U.P. 12/6 
Illustrated by the author. Two American regional stories, 

devised to show the every-day pains and pleasures of hard- 
working common folk in unfamiliar areas. The first is about 

the isolated hill people of North Carolina, a boundary dispute 

and folksongs playing an important part ; the second concerns 

a migrant family’s trek from Alabama to New Jersey and 
south again. Some dialect ; good format. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Meaper, S. Lumberjack R. Bell 9/6 
Illustrated by H. C. Pitz. New Hampshire a few gen- 
erations ago. A boy helps a small lumbering team to cut his 


Grandfather’s stand of pine trees so that he may go to college. 
Good background and information. Over 10’s. 
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Montcomery, R. Kildee House Faber 9/6 
Illustrated by B. Coney, very amusingly. A delightful 
American tale about a likable recluse whose retreat in the 
woods is shared by so many wild animals that two children 
forget their feud in helping him cope. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Montcomery, R. Mister Jim Faber 8/6 

The story of a grizzly bear, the Indian trapper who be- 

friends him and the tricks he plays while roaming about his 
Rocky Mountain territory. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Moon, G. Daughter of Thunder Blackwell 7/6 

Illustrated by Carl Moon. A small Indian girl makes 

a novel heroine in a story concerning stolen Navajo jewellery. 
Fairly short and clearly printed. For 6 - 11 year-olds. 


Rartrery, G. Snow Cloud Lane 7/6 

Illustrated by I. Hofbauer. The story of a Vermont 

country boy and his love for a wild white horse he finds while 
roaming in the mountains. Over 10’s. 


Rartrery, G. City Dog Lane 8/6 

Illustrated by L. D. Cran. An American dog story about 

a bored show collie who has trouble adjusting to the country, 

but is up to tackling a bear by the end of the book. 8 - 13 
year-olds. 


RartTery, G. Grey Lance Lane 5/- 
Illustrated by J. Brook. An orphaned wolf is taken for 
a dog by an American boy visiting Canada; he trains and 
tames it quite convincingly but the finale is pretty unlikely. 

8 - 13 year-olds. 


Rawuincs, M. K. The Yearling Barker 10/6 
A backwoods Florida boy fights to keep a young deer as 


a pet ; a sensitive story about growing up written for adults, 
but of interest to mature children. 


Rogpertson, K. Missing Brother Faber 8/6 
Illustrated by R. Busoni. A good American mystery with 
the qualities of better adult detective stories. A boy is un- 
expectedly involved in a game of double dealing arising from 

a twenty-five year-old mystery. Over 10’s. 
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Twain, M. Adventures of Tom Sawyer Dent 9/6 

Illustrated by C. Walter Hodges in line and colour. The 

famous American story of boys kicking over the traces of 19th 

century small town conventions by the Mississippi River. Some 
terrifying episodes. 1876. 


Twain, M. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Dent 9/6 
Illustrated by C. Walter Hodges in line and colour. 
Connected with Tom Sawyer but not exactly a sequel ; Huck 
tells the story of his raft trip with a runaway slave and two 
confidence tricksters. 1884. For over 10’s. 


CANADA 


BaTTEN, M. Rays of the Rainbows Hollis & Carter 16/- 

Illustrated by V. Stokes. A Canadian boy takes to the 

woods at four and grows up an expert in the ways of the wild, 

observing and hunting with almost superhuman skill. Over 
10’s. 


BoyLe, M. Muskoka Holiday Macmillan 8/6 

Illustrated by G. Whittam. Two twelve year-old girls 

follow the trail laid by an older boy through the Lake District 

of Canada; an agreeable story in clear print, useful with 
unsure readers. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Brown, R. H- Mounted Police Patrol Collins 8/6 
A boy from the back streets of a lawless Canadian city 
goes to live with an uncle who is a Mountie. Over 10’s. 


CHIPPERFIELD, J. E. Beyond the Timberland Trail 
Hutchinson 8/6 
Illustrated by R. Sheppard. Three generations of wolves, 
part dog, produce a specimen all dog in nature; all have contact 
with humans against the strange background of Canadian 
wastes. Over 10’s. 


Denison, M. Susannah of the Mounties Dent 9/6 

Dentson, M. Susannah of the Yukon Dent 9/6 

Illustrated by M. Bryan. Nine year-old Susannah comes 

to stay with her Mountie uncle, learns the ways of the post, 

becomes an honorary Mountie and returns to England to see 

Queen Victoria. Later she goes with her parents to the Yukon 

and stakes a claim, still keeping in touch with her Canadian 
Mounted Police. 8 - 11 year-olds. 
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Govan, M. The Trail of the Red Canoe Dent 9/6 

Illustrated by M. Loveday. A mixed party of Canadian 

and American young people between sixteen and twenty have 

some open-air adventures in the Algonquin National Park. 
Nice format. Over 10’s. 


Grey Ow. Adventures of Sajo and her Beaver People 
P. Davies 10/6 
Illustrated by the author, with simple child-like drawings. 
An Indian girl and her brother care for two beaver kittens 
and rescue one from the zoo. Based on. fact, somewhat senti- 
mentalised. Canadian setting. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Hitison, D. The Secret Silver Canyon Muller 8/6 
A group of Canadian school children help fight a forest 


fire, and in going home are hopelessly lost in the wilds. 
Competent woodcraft and thrills. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


MacponaLp, M. Smuggler’s Cove Macmillan 10/6 

Illustrated by S. Drewdney. Two Toronto children have 

a summer by the sea with two horses and a well handled 

mystery thrown in. Canadian background adds interest to an 
unpretentious book. Slightly outsize. Over 10’s. 


PiInKERTON, K. Royal Browne Lane 9/6 


An unfamiliar setting provides additional interest for this 
story of a girl who helps her father run a floating store service 
along the inlets of the south-west coast of Canada around the 


’20’s. Light romance and the members of a show boat troupe 
add further interest. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Meics, E. B. The Silver Quest Muller 8/6 


Illustrated by F. T. Chapman. A Mexican girl of a 
century ago finds in a wild stallion a symbol of freedom and 
beauty. A short book for older readers. 


Knicut, C. Quest of the Golden Condor Cape 9/6 
Illustrated by the author. Two American youths join 


their father on a dangerous archaeological trip to South 
America. Unimaginative. Over 10’s. 
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Von Hacen, V. and Hawkins, Q. Quetzel Quest O.U.P. 9/6 
Illustrated by A. Sotomayer. Based on the author’s search 

for the rare bird of the Honduras, this tells the story of the 
twelve year-old native who helped find it. Fairly short and 
clearly spaced, slightly outsize format. For 8 - 13 year-olds. 


THE ARCTIC 


ARMSTRONG, R. Danger Rock Dent 9/6 

Illustrated by M. Leszcynski. Jim, barely over his 

apprenticeship, finds himself in a position of responsibility in 

an emergency on a tramp steamer which continues when the 

ship hits an iceberg and he is in charge of four men and a 

small boat. A gripping story, with real people and problems. 
Over 10’s. 


BaiLey, B. Wéainar Hutchinson 7/6 

Illustrated by M. Fairclough. An Icelandic boy of eleven 

struggles to keep his pet lamb from the fox. Interesting back- 
ground, rather ordinary treatment. For the under 11’s. 


FrEUCHEN, P. Eskimo Boy Harrap 5/- 
Illustrated by I. V. Nyman ; translated from the Danish. 


Strong meat but sound information dealing matter-of-factly 
with the near-starvation of an Eskimo family and a young 
boy’s encounter with a polar bear. <A short book with fairly 
solid text, but open appearance. 8+ 


ScMELTZER, K. The long Arctic night O.U.P. 7/6 

Illustrated by D. Cobb ; translated from the German. A 

gripping account of the ill-fated Barent’s expedition in search 

of the North-West Passage in 1594 told with great clarity and 
simplicity in the person of the survivor. Over 10's. 


Scorr, J. M. White Magic Methuen 9/6 

Illustrated by J. Kiddell-Monroe. <A boy of thirteen and 

his younger sister visiting Greenland with their scholar father, 

unexpectedly have to cope with a strange illness in an Eskimo 
community. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Yates, E. Climbing higher Partridge 5/- 
A thirteen year-old girl and her brother accompany an 
uncle on a business trip to find a client’s missing relative in 


Iceland. Over 10’s, 








PAGE 52 


ALASKA 


Hetmericks, B. Oolak’s Brother Brockhampton 10/6 

Illustrated by H. B. Kane. A boy of fourteen and his 

twelve year-old sister leave their Alaska home for a four-day 

visit with some Eskimo friends and are frozen in for the 

season, during which they learn Eskimo ways in fascinating 

detail, especially when the boy and his friend are caught in a 

blizzard for three days. The pictures make each piece of 
equipment understandable. 8 - 13 year-olds. 


Lanpru, J. Smoky: Sledge Dog of Alaska Parrish 8/6 

An Alaskan high school boy develops a championship dog 

team despite the enmity of a “whip-man” ; well developed 
story, interesting setting and self-reliant hero. Over 10’s. 

PINKERTON, K. Hidden Harbour Lane 9/6 

An excellent “young novel” about an American family 

pioneering in Alaska. The older boy salvages a boat and builds 

up a delivery service while the younger is involved with salmon 

thieves ; details of the work, the strange background and the 

character development, all contribute to the interest of the 


book. Over 10’s. 
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Illustration by E. Lyon from The Golden Shore 
(Hodder & Stoughton) 





nating 
it ina 
ece of 


68/6 
ip dog 
eloped 
10’s. 

: 9/6 
family 
builds 
salmon 
nd the 
of the 


King Arthur and his Knights 
of the Round Table 


ROGER LANCELYN GREEN 
An attractive new edition of Mr Green’s fresh and vivid retelling 
of the legends of Arthur. The paper-cut illustrations by LOTTE 
REINIGER are reproduced in a larger size than was possible before. 
15/- 


Stories for Boys 
chosen by ANTHONY BUCKERIDGE 


Anthony Buckeridge has made a rich anthology of tales of adven- 
ture, wild life, sailing, sport, school life and tales with an historical 
background. 15/- 


The Wound of Peter Wayne 
LEONARD WIBBERLEY 
Mr Wibberley kas given this stirring tale about the American 
Civil War and} its aftermath an authentic background of the real 
pioneer West—Indians fighting, gold mining and the Union Pacific 
railway. With drawings. 12/6 


Blast Off at Woomera 
HUGH WALTERS 


School’s most promising scientist finds himself hurtling moonwards 
in the warhead of a giant rocket . . . Hugh Walters has written 
an extraordinarily gripping story with a terrific climax. 12/6 


Your Book of Stamp Collecting 
ROGER LEWIS 
and JAMES WATSON 


This admirable beginner’s book is the latest addition to the YOUR 
BOOK series. Illustrated with photographs and diagrams. 7/6 
Other titles in the series on: Boxing (5/6), Swimming (forth- 
coming 8/6), Soccer (forthcoming 8/6), Cricket (forthcoming 8/6), 
Animal Drawing (5/6), Carpentry (5/6), Gardening (5/6), Lino- 
Cutting (5/6), Magic (5/6), Modelling (5/6), Photography (5/6), 
Table Tennis (5/6), Weaving (5/6). 


All prices are net 
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WARNE 


Outstanding New Books for Children 


DRUMS OF WAR 

By GEORGE ROCHESTER 

Boys of 12-16 will enjoy this story of high adventure set in 
Indian country at the end of the American Civil War. Sprig 
Kirton is presented with a magnificent horse, Thunderer, who 
many times, by his bravery, saves Sprig from mortal danger. 


8s. 6d. net 
MYSTERY MINE 
By STUART CAMPBELL 
Also set in the United States, this time with a contempory 
background, this story will be enjoyed by 12-16 year olds. Roger 
and Elizabeth are on their way to stay with their Uncle in 
Nevada, when they become involved with a suspected murderer 
and are imprisoned in an, illegal gold mine. 8s. 6d. net 


THE BALLERINA MYSTERY 

By HELEN SNOW 

Girls of 12-16 will find excitement in this story of Diana Craig 
and the fulfilment of her wish to become a detective. Diana 
is asked by Scotland Rard to become the constant companion 
of a famous young ballet dancer who has received a mysterious 
threat. 8s. 6d. net 
MYSTERY AT BLACKGANG 

By SHEILA L, MILLS 

A happy holiday story, for the same age groups, set on the Isle 
of Wight. On arrival at Blackgang, the Cardew family little 
expect the turn of events which make this a holiday full of 
adventure and excitement. 8s. 6d. net 
BILLY’S COUNTRY HOLIDAY 

By D. CUNNINGHAM Illustrated by LESLIE ATKINSON 
When Billy spends a holiday in the country he makes friends 
with an Estate keeper who teaches him so many of the secrets 
of Nature. 6s. net 


The Observer’s Book of 


GARDEN FLOWERS 

Compiled by ARTHUR KING 

Describing and illustrating 200 of the more popular annuals, 
biennials and perennials suitable for the flower border in the 
average garden, with notes on planting and cultivation. 100 
species illustrated in full colour, 100 in half-tone. 5s. net 
BY POND AND LAKE 

By CECILY M. RUTLEY 

This is an ideal introduction to a fascinating branch of Natural 
History and describes and illustrates the trees, flowers and 
plants which grow near ponds and lakes, as well as the numerous 
birds, animals and fish living in or nearby. 6s. net 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO., LTD. 
1—4, BEDFORD COURT, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 





The New Books 


FOR THE SCHOOL REFERENCE LIBRARY 


Dent, H.C. The Year Book of Technical Education 

and Careers in Industry. 1,008 pp. . Black 25/- 

An invaluable book of reference giving comprehensive 

information on facilities available for scientific, technological 

and agricultural education. Individual Colleges and other 

organisations are dealt with, followed by detailed information 

on the scope and opportunities in the various careers and con- 

cluding with a list of business concerns which offer training 
schemes. 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Epskoc, E. Little Karin. Illus. by G. Fletcher 
142 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ ’ ; Epworth Press 8/6 
Karin Bergstroem is an orphan and goes to live with two 
maiden aunts who keep a village shop in the Swedish country- 
side. ‘There she meets a poor and motherless family which 


she befriends and helps, and at the same time encounters 
difficulties of her own in her relationships with the two aunts. 
The story is one of growing personalities, and while it never 
goes very deep there is much purposeful thought put into a 
colourful and detailed human picture. This book is a 
translation from the Swedish and shares something of the same 
simplicity and naiveté of Johanna Spyri’s works translated from 
the Swiss. To the English sense, the sensibility is perhaps a 
little overdone and the sentimentality of less restrained Europe 
does not always appeal — yet here the sentimentality is too 
sincere and open and strong to be disdained. The author has 
feeling and expresses it without inhibition, and there is nothing 
of the prudery and false piety that characterised so much of 
our Victorian literature. ‘There are moments when the moral 
is pushed a little too obviously, when a little subtlety would 
have had greater effect, while the simplicity does tend at times 
to give a rather bare and meagre effect. This may be partly 
the fault of the translator, but is more likely due to an 
author’s restricted and narrow view of the world. The scene 
here has the entirety of a perfect vision but it is an isolated 
one, and the reality of the surrounding outside world some- 
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times quietly fades away. The production is attractive and 
the illustrations — dainty and detailed — in sympathy with 
the warmth of the book. 


Parker, A. Let’s do some Cooking. Illus. 62 pp. 
SAP » - _ Bodley Head 7/6 


Attractively produced, brightly written to be read through 
at a sitting, with the likelihood that the reader will wish to 
try a few of the recipes, this book still does not compare for 
practical purposes with many others published at similar prices. 
The last five chapters are the most useful ; the “Savoury Eats,” 
and drinks being good and unusual, and the Barbecue is 
interesting even if few young people are able to build one. 
But the earlier chapters dealing with more ordinary and basic 
cookery are too cursorily treated and no novice could, for 
instance, make pastry from these instructions. There are no 
illustrations which help to clarify the methods of preparation. 
Although many good hints are given, many equally essential 
are omitted. In fact, though the book has its merits, chief 
of which is its exuberance which might indeed induce novices 
to cook, yet it is a pity to use this rather slapdash approach to 
a subject which with most people requires great accuracy and 
concentrated effort. 


STREATFEILD, N. The Grey Family. Illus. by P. 
Marriott. 130 pp. 74 X 4% . Hamish Hamilton 8/6 





























One of the new series of Reindeer books written especially 
for the seven to ten age group. Miss Streatfeild’s style has 
ease, simplicity and conciseness which keeps well within the 
range required. The plot is very familiar to readers of her 
other books. There is the poor but respectable family, the 
faithful family retainer and the three children, one of whom 
is very gifted. These, together with one or two pieces of 
remarkably good fortune, such as meeting an Earl who 
eventually solves all the problems, are the main ingredients. 
This is a popular formula and sure to appeal. 

The author’s real contribution is in her understanding and 
observation of children. She realises, for example, how 
important small things can be ; her families have a deep sense 
of loyalty, and parents today could learn much from those in 
Miss Streatfeild’s books. The illustrations have life and are 
well suited to the story but a colour wash is not necessary. 
This book is a good introduction to the author’s Ballet Shoes 
and fulfils the purpgse for which it is intended but no more. 








ee 
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ive and Topp, B. E. The Boy with the Green Thumb. Illus. 
y with by C. Hough. 121 pp. 73 X 4} Hamish Hamilton 8/6 
Fred, like his grandfather, has a green thumb — a thumb 
that can make plants grow to an unusual height and in an 
unusual way. We have here a series of these magic episodes 
occasioned by the removal of Fred’s thumb stall. A donkey 
cut in the hedge comes to life, a Red Hot Poker sets fire to 
a sweet shop, Candytuft becomes real candy to replace the 
lost sweets and Companion seeds grow into real maids. The 
. ee theme could have been a mere string of cheap anecdotes con- 
Sia ‘5 sisting of clumsily manufactured magic, but Miss Todd has 
aoe cloaked her structure with an aura of scents and flowers and 
d hed ideas that belong to the realm of true fantasy. She sees beyond 
- s the thin material surface to the denser world behind, and the 
, reader shares the experience. Only now and then does the 
bare and prosaic scaffolding show through, and the book 
descends to mere tawdry simulation. The characters are types 
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aration. 
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“Or but have something of the traditional fairy tale quality about 
> 


them. They belong to their setting and are at ease and natural 
there, while their conversation, except for Fred’s too often 
repeated cliche, “Tell you what,” is bustling with the colour 
of individual persons. The illustrations by Charlotte Hough 
display an open eyed wonder that contributes to the reality of 
the text. This is another Reindeer book and is admirable 
8/6 for the beginner’s own reading. 
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= va FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ily, the | Arcorr, L. M. Little Men. Illus. by H. Toothill 


- whom 
eoragee 335 pp. 84 X 54 : ’ Dent 12/6 


A whe KincsLey, C. The Water Babies. Illus. by R. K. 
niteets, Fry. 284 pp. 84 X 54 : ‘ ‘ Dent 10/6 


The latest additions to Dent’s Children’s Illustrated 
ing and Classics in the now familiar format and decorated cloth. How 
>, how popular The Water Babies now is I am not prepared to say. 
-P sense Certainly a re-reading of part of it did not encourage me to 
hose in continue, and I was quite glad to turn to Little Men, which, 
and are though not enjoying the fame of Little Women, since it lacks 
cessary. some of the spontaneity of this, nevertheless has continued 
t Shoes through the years to enjoy a large following. Certainly this 
nore. is the most attractive edition we have seen for a long time. 
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Autpous, A. The new Australians. Illus. by S. 
Donnison. 180 pp. 8 X 54 . The Bodley Head 12/6 


An English family — Mrs. Gail, daughter Jo and son 
Gerry — join their enthusiastic elder brother in Australia as 
assisted emigrants, where Bob is working under the Ninety- 
Mile Desert farming scheme in New South Wales. After 
Gerry causes an accident, he and his mother, both dissatisfied, 
depart for Melbourne. Then Gerry redeems his past misdeed 
by three glorious rescues which make him quite famous, 
achieve him a good job and thus he is satisfied. His mother, 
from being a cross and disagreeable housewife, finds her niche 
and is also content, while sister Jo gets married. 


Gerry’s heroics are somewhat improbable for one person, 
though it certainly speeds up the pace of the book, and the 
second half is much better as a result. The characterisation 
is not wholly convincing. Although the information and back- 
ground may be considered as being accurate, the real atmosphere 
of the country seems almost lost. It is lost in the series of 
misunderstandings between Bob and his family and between 
the Australians and the new settlers. Obviously adjustment 
has to be made, and in an older children’s book these problems 
should be brought forward, but the author labours it to the 
detriment of the book as a whole. As it is, the English family 
is at fault for not immediately accepting Australia as a Utopia. 
So the book is finished with a faint sense of dissatisfaction. In 
parts it is good, such as the bush walking adventure, but more 
care in characterisation, more thought given to the atmosphere 
and to the story itself could have produced a far better book. 
The illustrations are stiff and unimaginative. 


ARKELL, B. and Taytor, J. Helicopters Work Like 
This. Illus. 58 pp. 10 X 6 . Phoenix House 8/6 


















This admirably clear book wastes no time on non-essentials 
and like its bold drawings is precise and to the point. The 
construction and operation of all practical helicopter types are 
described with enviable brevity and lucidity, and the authors 
are particularly good with the complicated mechanism which 
stabilizes the successful helicopter, and in relating its operation 
to the aerodynamic problems which had to be solved before a 
practical machine was possible at all. There is also a short 
final chapter on training prospects and careers in this most 
fascinating and rapidly developing aspect of flight. 








— 


OOKSHELF 


$$ 


12/6 
and son 
tralia as 
Ninety- 
. After 
Satisfied, 
misdeed 
famous, 
mother, 
er niche 


- person, 
and the 
erisation 
id _back- 
10sphere 
series of 
between 
ustment 
roblems 
tr to the 
1 family 
Utopia. 
‘ion. In 
ut more 
10sphere 


*r book. 


8/6 
ssentials 


tr. The 


pes are 
authors 
1 which 
eration 
efore a 
a short 
is most 








THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 59 








BaRNE, K. Rosina and Son. Illus. by M. L. Foster 
216 pp. 8 X 5 ‘ , ; ; 


Evans 10/6 


This pleasant story, which combines the more usual treat- 
ment of an unexpectedly discovered mare and foal with their 
attachment to a circus, contains at least one character who 
has none of the cardboard stiffness too often associated with 
the human intruders into animal stories. Tex, the owner of 
Rosina and her partner in her circus work is a personage truly 
but not obviously Irish in his ways. His persuasive manner 
is a delight to the reader and in the end to the mother of 
Robin and Jean who finds herself offering her home farm as 
winter quarters to Tex’s circus colleagues and their animals. 
Miss Barne is good too at sketching minor characters who fill 
out the larger canvas of the circus community but, of course, 
it is Rosina and her foal Bud, who really hold the stage even 
when they are not actually in view. 


CaMPBELL, M. The Wide Blue Road. Illus. by 
F. R. Grey. 192 pp. 7% X 5 ; . Dent 11/6 


Miss Campbell has a keen and knowledgeable interest in 
this historical scene — Argyllshire in the twelfth century — 
and here she stages a lively succession of events. The story 
starts in Normandy, where Sir Hugh, of Dubhsgeir, travelling 
home from the Crusades, meets Richard Le Brun, a Baron’s 
unwanted son, and brings him home to Scotland as his page. 
The action of the story centres round the Norse attack on 
Western Scotland at that time, and a number of Scottish and 
Norse characters stand out individually amidst the clash of 
arms, Scottish Councils, piratic advances of the Norse fleet, 
and small rebellions. The picture of Scotland at this time is 
not a detailed one but it is fair, while the predominating 
atmosphere seems to come from the invaders. There is almost 
a saga-like air about the telling of this tale, and while the 
Scottish bard actually figures in the story complete with his 
ballad, it is the colder Icelandic temperature that impresses the 
reader. Miss Campbell manages to catch this fleeting breath 
of an epic but it is only a breath for her writing is intensely 
prosaic, clipped and cold and factual. A warmer and deeper 
imagination would perhaps have given more similarity to a 
true art form, while her figures would have risen more clearly 
from the somewhat chilling mist that surrounds them. The 
production is good but the illustrations are poor, 
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Carzty, M.C. Nicky Goes Ashore. Illus. by M. L. 
Foster. 182 pp. 74 X 5 , ‘ ; Dent 11/6 


The Kennedy family are a homely, lively and chattering 
group of people and their liveliness brings into relief all with 
whom they come into contact. They live at Chelsea and 
become acquainted with Nicky and her guardian Mr. Fisher, 
who live on a barge. The friendship involves preparations 
for a move for both barge and house owners, thwarted feelings 
and frustrations that have to be sorted out, and a mystery 
concerning some lost stamps. Miss Carey’s story grows, and 
while not all of her characters develop or respond to stimuli, 
there is a feeling of movement both in thought and action. The 
ingredients are much the same as in many other stories, but 
they here form a new pattern and a new picture. The grown- 
ups, too, are part of that fresh impression. The liveliness is 
in part engendered by the very varied and many details that 
Miss Carey chooses to paint, but her choice is not always a 
disciplined one so that several “red herrings” rear their heads 
to halt and jar the continuity. The illustrations by Marcia 
Lane Foster have a delightful sense of casual intimacy. 


CotweEL., E. H. How I became a Librarian. Illus. 
117 pp. 74 X 5 i ; ; : Nelson 6/- 





Probably most of those who read this review will know 
or have heard of Miss Colwell, though not all will realise the 
range and thoroughness of her work. Told so modestly yet 
breathing in every word that enthusiasm which only possesses 
the mind and soul of the real pioneer, the story should make 
an appeal to all young readers as they first come to realise what 
‘a great debt they all owe to Miss Colwell’s ideals, tenacity 
and enterprise. Simply told, the story mounts steadily as it 
approaches the climax of true success in a planned operation; 
it has flashes of quiet but genuine humour; it presents a worth- 
while occupation in the attractive light of the “calling” it is 
to the author herself; it points out the need for other pioneers 
to extend and improve the service; and it gives some idea of 
ancillary library work. 


With only one point can I quarrel. Though the most 
junior assistant may become a Chief Librarian, the author does 
not make clear that many in the profession regard the Child- 
ren’s Library as a dead end, particularly for men. It may be 
that the work for children is so rewarding that few 
women in it wish to become Chiefs, especially as the Children’s 
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Librarians do enjoy an increasing autonomy in their work, 
largely due to Miss Colwell’s efforts. But it is surely desirable 
where so many borrowers are boys, that men also should be 
encouraged to enter this field, and it is also desirable that some 
of them should later on become Chief Librarians. 


Craic, E. Instruction to young Cooks. Illus. 141 pp. 
83 xX 54 


‘ ; P ‘ Museum Press 10/6 
As might be expected, Miss Craig’s contribution to this 
series is both authoritative and carefully planned and arranged. 
She is experienced, not only in the whole art of cooking, but 
in presenting her knowledge to all grades of practitioners of 
the art. She knows the probable pitfalls for the learner and 
helps her to avoid them. 

The scope of this book is comprehensive, the recipes well 
chosen for their purpose and the methods clearly explained, 
while the miscellaneous hints are up-to-date and sensible. The 
emphasis on basic recipes with suggested variations is sound 
practice. More ground is covered and the learner, concen- 
trating on first principles, soon feels herself in command of 
her subject, and rapidly acquires a skill which gives confidence 
in improvising variations of her own. 

It is a pity that the illustrations, though adequate in some 
parts, are neither very numerous nor so clear and well-selected 
as is desirable. In a book designed for the novice and aspiring 
to be more than a collection of recipes for the experienced 
cook, copious detailed illustrations of processes and methods 
can be more informative than the most meticulous and lucid 
éxplanations and at the same time do much to encourage and 
interest. 

Despite this demerit, the book can be recommended con- 
fidently to all who wish to learn to cook. It covers all the 
essentials and a good many of the frills and refinements. 


Cross, J. K. The Sixpenny Year. Illus. 235 pp. 


Hutchinson 10/6 

Here we have a sort of “country life’ story with a 
mystery woven in. Though the mystery of the local “rustler” 
is well handled and reaches a satisfactory if partly obvious 
climax, it is the country and the farm which leave the strongest 
impression on the mind. The endless round of seasonal tasks 
and constant need for intelligent anticipation which 
beset the farmer whose heart is in his farm 
are sympathetically revealed without a hint of “career” or 
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“outline” technique. The addition of a slightly mad balloonist- 
playwright to the family circle and the local society brings 
a breath of contrast as well as adding a fresh gimmick to 
pursuit of criminal types. A very satisfying book for the 
middle school years. 


Dawson, H. Noreen’s First Case. 151 pp. 74 X 5 


Dent 10/6 
Noreen, on leaving school, becomes assistant to her aunt, 
who is a private detective. At first nothing happens, but a 
letter from a helpless and harassed headmistress sends Noreen 
back to school to act as investigator into the mystery of the 
‘Masked Three,” who are upsetting the lives of staff and 
pupils at Cratheley House. An impossible tale of midnight 
prowlings about the school and grounds, and into the nearby 
town, a secret room beneath the old summer-house, a prefect 
and a popular schoolgirl who are not what they seem, and a 
long-lost daughter (complete with birthmark for identification 
purposes) — all this is revealed by the astute Noreen. It is 
all very silly, and not written particularly well ; the author 
has a lively style, but we hope she will choose a more credible 
theme for any future books she may write. 


Estorit, J. Ballet for Drina. Illus. 191 pp. 
73 X 53 


‘ , , Hodder & Stoughton 10/6 
“Ballet” books, like “horse” books, are becoming ever 
recurrent in publisher’s lists and appear to be nearly as popular. 
This is, apparently, the stuff of many children’s day dreams 
and the contents of their castles in the air. Thus the authors 
of these books, sure of a public, seem to throw much care and 
conscience to the winds. This story is another set of clichés. 
Andrino Adamo wants to be a ballet dancer and succeeds 
eventually in overcoming her grandmother’s mysterious 
opposition to her training. Unknown to “Drina,” her mother 
had apparently been a famous ballet dancer, and her tragic 
death, while still young, had its part in determining the grand- 
mother, never in favour of the art, that her grandchild should 
not dance. There is nothing new here. The story runs along 
smoothly and easily, the characters are quite lively, even if 
types in a stereotyped setting, and there are some happy pictures 
of sea and countryside and a respect for will power and per- 
sistence. The production is pleasant and the whole makes 
blameless light reading, but it will take an insignificant place 
besides its companions, and is on the whole a rather wan and 
colourless addition, 
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GREEN, R. L. King Arthur and his Knights of the 
Round Table. Illus. by L. Reiniger. 283 pp. 
8} xX 53x. ; . Faber 15/- 


This re-telling of King Arthur stories first appeared as 
a Puffin Story Book, and we welcome a library edition of it, 
particularly as the larger format and better paper does more 
justice to Miss Reiniger’s fascinating scissor cuts. 

Mr. Green has used Malory in the main for his sources, 
but he has gone to other versions when it has suited him, and 
some of the stories will be new to young readers. While 
keeping closely to his originals in matter, Mr. Green has used 
a straightforward modern idiom free from archaisms. A useful 
edition that will be welcomed by all public libraries. 


Harrison, A. The Doubling Rod. Illus. by R. 
Austin. 190 pp. 83 X 54. . Bodley Head 12/6 


The Doubling Rod is that unusual thing, an original and 
good family story. It is a book in the Nesbit tradition, in which 
a real (delightful) family, trespass along the borders of magic. 
The Hinnabels — father an archaeologist who works in the 
local museum, busy mother, practical son Francis, more dreamy 
daughter Jane — invent and then discover, a Doubling Rod. 
This — it is made of two branches of yew which grow 
exactly parallel to each other — has curious powers. If the 
wielder wishes about something strongly enough, he or she, 
can double it. A rabbit, for instance, so that the dog can’t 
catch one ; a yacht to take his rival’s wind so that Francis can 
win the race ; Latin marks in a bad report ; money ; a black 
eye. The greatest use of all is made when a valuable Etruscan 
figure is stolen from the Hinnabel home. 


Although the idea itself is such a good one, and the 
development ingenious, it is only part of the enjoyment in this 
book. Here is the way to write of family life, the real picture 
that so many writers try, and fail, to produce. Both father 
and mother take part in the plot ; they are never shouldered 
aside. Day to day life goes on, but is never dull. Talk is 
always crisp, untedious, real. The obvious is never described, 
for the reader is thought of as intelligent and able to fill gaps. 
Particularly good are the portraits of the Hinnabel children 
and their attitude to their parents ; also the relations of the 
whole family with the more conventional family next door. 


A book that should be pressed upon the young who seek 
something to. stir their imaginations, something to enjoy. 
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James, G. Sweetings. Illus. by M. Gardiner. 
234 pp. 74 X5. . Muller 11/6 


With at least eighteen John and Mary books, Nibs, and 
probably some others to her credit, Grace James seems to have 
overdone it. Her new story is a poor thing, full of dead 
characters and used up ideas. 

When Letty Warrender’s father disappears — he is some- 
thing important in the Government — she and her mother go 
to live in the country. Nanny’s sister finds them a cottage and 
they run the local sweetshop. Letty serves behind the counter, 
but she is too generous to the village children and no good at 
accounts, so the shopkeeping is not a success. Luckily there 
are the two nice old ladies from the Big House to help them out, 
and Nanny, and Nanny’s sister, and all ends well at Christmas 
time when the missing Mr. Warrender turns up again just 
in time for the festivities. 


Grace James’ picture of family and village life, in spite of 
the introduction of television and contemporary subjects of 
conversation, is all about twenty years out of date. Small girls 
may still enjoy the cosiness of this sort of story, but the whole 
charm and point of the “John and Mary” books has evaporated ; 
it is no longer possible for the reader to recognise exactly him 
or her self in a real day to day world. 


Jones, J. M. Glove Puppetry. Illus. 93 pp. 


9X 64 , English Universities Press 8/6 


SLADE, R. You can make a String Puppet. Illus. 





47 pp. 93 X 73. . Faber 9/6 

Here are two books on ‘puppetry, always a popular hobby. 
The first will appeal to many children because methods of 
construction are simple, materials easily accessible and results 
obtained quickly. The second is for the older and more 
ambitious child who has access to tools and more expensive 
materials and can rely on a little adult help. 


The book in the Junior Teach Yourself Series describes 
glove puppets only, and takes the child through the making of 
a variety of simple figures, the construction of an inexpensive 
stage, the writing of plays (with examples), and the presentation 
of a puppet show. A particularly fascinating chapter is on the 
use of music played by puppets (and their manipulators) on 
minute instruments. The book is written by a teacher who 
knows both the capabilities and the limitations of children from 
experience. Improvisation is encouraged and there is plenty 
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of scope for ideas, conditioned by the resources of the children’s 
own homes. The book is not improved by the unnecessarily 
facetious style of writing and the too small and untidy draw- 
ings. The suggestion that toys should be decapitated and the 
heads used for puppets seems rather rash ! 

The second book deals with the making of a stringed 
puppet 15 inches in height. There are as few written 
directions as possible and the materials needed and the stages 
in construction are shown in photographs. More help might 
ba given with the proportions of the head, and the example 
shown seems needlessly grotesque. As always when the smallest 
process must be shown in detail, construction seems more com- 
plicated than it actually is. Any child who is handy with tools 
should be able to make a workable: marionette from these 
directions. 


Kinc, A. The Observer's book of Garden Flowers 
Illus. 240 pp. 53% X 34 , ‘ ; Warne 5/- 


A very useful addition, at a most moderate price, to a 
justly famous series. A botanical introduction is followed by 
details and illustrations (some in colour) of upwards of 200 
specimens with instructions on growing. 


Lownpes, J. S- Sally Dances. 140 pp. 73 X 5 


Chatto & Windus 8/6 

This career novel is a workmanlike job. Sally, the 
heroine, emerges as an individual giving life to a book in which 
the other characters are rather shadowy and “more for con- 
venience.” Sally’s doubts and mistakes she really could have 
made, and they are not obviously manufactured for the 
instructional side of the story, as in some other books. For 
example, after a year as a Senior Student at Sadler’s Wells, 
Sally decides to go to a stage school for an all round dancing 
training. Miss Lowndes is well qualified to write of this type 
of stage work and it is a change from the many books exalting 
only ballet. The theatrical atmosphere is good, there is no 
glamourisation yet the thrill of a first night, which makes hard 
work worth while, is not forgotten either. Sally eventually 
achieves a small success and there the story ends. The plot is 
well-knit, there is no sentimentality and the writing is com- 
petent. In places the English needs care, as for example “a 
dead loss,” which is neither good prose nor good grammar. 
One or two worthwhile thoughts emerge “She had to learn 
that in the process of growing up one had to shut doors.” 
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Therefore this book is above average for this type of story 
and will give many girls pleasure. More imagination and 
greater study of young adolescents themselves will produce 
a far higher standard of career book than untold information 
on fees, examinations and interviews. 


Lyncu, P. Brogeen and the Lost Castle. Illus. by C. 
Brooker. 134 pp. 8 X 5}. i ; Burke 8/6 


This is the fifth story by the author about Brogeen, the 
fairy shoemaker from the Fort of Seen.. Jenny is an orphan 
who works with Kate and Mike Shanahan for an Irish family, 
but when the family leaves to go to America, they give place 
to unsympathetic employers, people of the city with city ways. 
The Shanahans decide to leave, but Jenny is prevented from 
setting off with them because of a bicycle accident. Her 
accident, however, is the cause of her meeting with Brogeen, 
and Trud his little elephant, and they accompany her as she 
sets off to find the Shanahans at the Place of the Four Winds. 
Miss Lynch’s magic is essentially homely, for it is the little 
details of fantasy and fact that are blended skilfully into one 
complete, whole, and very real world. All is exactly defined, 
and the solid robust intimacy with the personal and familiar 
detail of everyday life is given wide horizons and a deeper 
reality by the ethereal quality that emanates from the pulsing 
life of the story. The kettle on the hob, the Brady and 
O’Mahoney families, Jenny’s dress and coat, and apple cake 
and sausages are some of the things that are real and perfect 
in every detail, but her talking elephant and fairy castle are 
just as real because she herself lives in both worlds. ‘The 
fantasy is vital, for underlying all the vision is truth and wisdom 
and faith. Miss Lynch leans low to catch the whispers of 
the little folk, and in so doing gains the insight granted to 
the small and lowly and sees the things that matter most. Let 
us hope that a too long and ordered series does not curtail or 
blur Miss Lynch’s vision. There is just the merest hint here 
of an ordered mould, and therefore one of repeated pattern. 
The production is not impressive and Miss Lynch deserves 
a finer setting. The illustrations by Christopher Brooker have 
an indistinctness that is suggestive of immateriality but are not 
quite equal to the text. 
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Lyon, E. The Golden Shore. Illus. by the author 

192 pp. 8% X 53 : Hodder & Stoughton 12/6 
This is a good story, well worth a place in any Junior 
or School Library. Miss Lyon writes clearly and well, and 
her black and white drawings, in the style of the old Greek 
vases, suit the story and atmosphere excellently. ‘Two cousins, 
John and Penelope, between the ages of eleven and fourteen, 
go for a picnic, and in jumping a stream, find thmselves back 
in ancient Greece. John has been studying Greek with Penny’s 
father, but however interested he might be in the language, to 
live for nearly a year among the people of whose ways he has 
been learning, is more than he has bargained for, and at first 
the children are miserable and try to get back. After a while, 
however, they make friends and are accepted into the life of 
the little community, sharing the other boys’ and girls’ sports, 
festivals, and everyday work, and helping in the background 
when the men go off to fight a barbarian tribe. Penny sheds 
her boredom, her dislike of small children and household jobs, 
and John becomes a more active boy with an humbler know- 
ledge of his own abilities. Needless to say, they do come back 

eventually, all the better for their adventure. 


MacMILLAN, C. Glooskap’s Country. Illus. by J. A. 

Hall. 273 pp. 83 X 53 =z « « [iar 15/- 

The general impression created by these Indian tales is 

of Hiawatha in prose with an elusive flavour of Uncle Remus 

just to taste. Glooskap was the supernatural hero of the 

Micmacs of Eastern Canada, and in addition to stories of how 

he intervened in the affairs of his people, the book relates 

mythical theories of how summer came to Canada or how fire 

was brought to the Indians. Through all these stories one 

is aware of the simple but good imagination of primitive man 

inventing explanations for things tangible and intangible which 

are not always better explained by scientists today. The book 

is excellently produced and though its smaller illustrations vary 

somewhat in style and conviction, the larger monochrome illus- 
trations are a definite success. 


Martin, N. Young Farmers in Scotland. Illus. by 
J. Mount. 162 pp. 73 X 5 : Macmillan 7/6 
Miss Martin’s story features again the four members of 
a Young Farmer’s Club characterised in a previous book. Here 
Sandy Macdonald, against his father’s wishes, sets out to 
acquire, by persuasive and active means, a Scottish and some- 
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what derelict unused hill farm. Such exploratory and 
experimental work appeals to him more than the safe living 
offered to him on his father’s modern and streamlined farm. 
Ultimately he achieves his aim with the approval of family 
and friends, and the co-operation of another young farmer and 
an aunt from Australia. The theme is filled in with a variety 
of incident and adventure connected with a tour of Scotland, 
undertaken by the four young farmers. Besides some inter- 
esting information about farming methods, Miss Martin 
manages to give a few clear glimpses of the Scottish scene 
and a general impression of the countryside. The information 
and background are enlivened by the author’s own enthusiasm 
for her subject, and the sense of ambition and striving is a 
good and infectious one. It is a pity, however, that the writing, 
although painstaking, is singularly uninspired. It has a “dry 
as dust” manner about it and a dogged heavy tread. There 
is an impression of laborious work that has drained itself of 
vitality and humour. The feelings of the characters are some- 
what bandied about. Hint and suggestions are never developed 
or concluded. The illustrations are stilted and devoid of life. 


Montcomery, R. McGonnigle’s Lake. Illus. by G. 
Mackenzie. 163 pp. 8 X 5} , ‘ Faber 12/6 





This book is of a very high standard. The story, briefly, 
is this. An old Canadian prospector returns to his home 
country and buys a lake. He later discovers that this does not 
include an inch of the land surrounding it. He eventually 
outwits the rather villainous landowner by very ingenious 
methods and with the help of his family of animals and two 
young friends. It is the animals which capture the heart of 
the reader with their natural dignity, loyalty and individuality. 
It is as if the author can see right into the mind of the two 
burros, the family of beavers, De Anza the badger, and Archie 
the snake. This quality is rare in writers of animal stories, 
and is born of observation and understanding of animals and 
their habitat. McGonnigle, the prospector, generous, stubborn, 
with firm principles, is a most convincing personality, and a 
worthy centre round which the plot revolves. The prose style 
has the dignity and beauty of the country described with an 
undercurrent of humour that moves the reader to gentle 
laughter. For example, Archie the snake must always be 
removed from the dish pan before the washing up can be 
done. The landowner and his man are rather black characters 
yet entirely convincing. ‘The illustrations, like wood engrav- 
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ings, capture the spirit of the book exactly and show a keen 
sense of design. ‘The whole is most attractively presented for 
the young reader and can be thoroughly recommended to any 
lover of animal stories, to any who enjoy an original and spicy 
plot, and to any from the age of ten upwards who love a tale 
of the outdoors. 


NEEDHAM, V. Adventures at Windsor Castle. Illus. 
by D. Walsh. 142 pp. 8 X 5. Lutterworth Press 8/6 
We see history here through the dreams of a boy who on 
a long series of nights goes back into the past of Windsor 
Castle to witness and take part there in the scenes of successive 
centuries. He is accompanied on many of these trips into 
history by a friend, and each becomes his respective ancestor. 
The idea is not new and Miss Needham has, unfortunately, 
lost the high imagination and deep thought of another’s original 
inspiration. Her story is a somewhat wan and apologetic 
imitation. ‘There are many interesting pictures here of kings 
and queens, battles and intrigues, and the ordinary people of 
bygone days. History focussed upon a centre such as Windsor 
Castle seems to assume a more intimate and vital guise, and 
facts become encounters and reminiscences rather than textbook 
details. It is the framework, however, rather than the historical 
scenes therein, that is weak and ill conceived. ‘The historical 
vista is more real than the present day window from which 
it is viewed, and this gives an air of artificiality and falseness 
to the whole. The boys’ dreams are too frequent to 
countenance belief, while merging scenes of different historical 
scenes in one night are confusing. There is a hurried “two-a- 
penny” air about the hasty collection of scenes crammed into 
such a comparatively short space of time. The boy’s relation- 
ship with his friend in the past and present, and the connection 
of the two, is well done, but again is a paler imitation of an 
earlier idea. The illustrations are fair and the production 
quite attractive. 


Parpozk, M. The Nameless Boat. Illus. by L. 

Atkinson. 191 pp. 73 X 54. Hodder & Stoughton 10/6 
Mary Gray and the Barnard boys, a dull group of 
adolescents who have appeared in previous holiday adventures, 

are the heroes of this story. They are caravanning on the 
west coast of Scotland, playing golf, camping on the shore, 
visiting the islands, making friends with the local inhabitants, 

etc. During a train smash on the way north, Mary meets a 
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strange brother and sister who are on their way to live on a 
lonely island. ‘These two soon crop up again during the holiday 
and provide its mystery and its thrills. The brother has in- 
vented a way of producing pearls. The sister is captured and 
taken as a hostage. Mary and the Barnard boys interfere and 
all ends happily. The story is unwound very slowly and in 
a most pedestrian way, with never a fresh word used where 
the conventional one would do, never an unobvious thought, 
reply, or idea. The result is an ordinary potboiler adventure 
story for children ; a disappointing book to come from the 
creator of the admirable “Bunkle.” 


PitkincTon. R. The Chestérfield Gold. Illus. by P. 
Claasse. 253 pp. 8 X 5 ‘ , Macmillan 13/6 


The Branxome family, whose father is a Chief Super- 
intendent at Scotland Yard — which somehow seems to involve 
them in the most complicated international mysteries — and 
whose holidays are spent afloat in their cruiser Dabchick, have 
already appeared in a good book called Jan’s Treasure. In 
The Chesterfield Gold a treasure hunt is again the theme. It 
is an exciting “cops and robbers” tale, to which have been 
added the natural, equally stirring thrills of a cruising holiday. 
The children cross the Channel alone; they are very competent 
sailors, and follow the Seine to Paris. They are nice, natural 
characters, lucky of course, in the way that eventually triumph- 
ant heroes of such books must be, but not too absurdly clever 
in their sleuthing and quite prepared to be distracted by other 
delights. Roger Pilkington chooses admirable scenes for his 
ingenious tale — the show-down by night among the arches 
of bridges and the river wharves is particulary good — and 
is one of those rare writers able to keep the reader as interested 
in backgound as in action. The rather dull title may perhaps 
put off some of the ten to fourteen year-old children who would 
in fact enjoy the book. 


RosBertson, W. Mystery at Manthorpe. Illus. by 
P. Seward. 192 pp. 74 X 43 ‘ ; Dent 10/6 


The hero of this pleasant little mystery story is somewhat 
older than the general run of juvenile heroes since he is already 
articled to his father as solicitor and old enough to be in the 
way of starting a courtship. The mystery arises out of the 
murder of an unpleasant “financier” who has taken over an 
old family home. Mark Stratton’s poacher friend is involved 
by the force of unlucky circumstantial evidence and Mark and 
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his country friend, Rosamund, not only help actively in his tem- 
porary concealment but set in motion a positive attempt to prove 
his innocence through the agency of a private investigator of 
somewhat unorthodox mind. The chase and the inquiries move at 
a good pace, the country scenes are well handled and the local 
' police are treated with variety and humour. As a fairly 
plausible “whodunit” it should suit most children over twelve 
years of age. 


RowLanpD, J. The Penicillin Man: the Story 
of Alexander Fleming. 155 pp. 8 X 5 
Lutterworth Press 9/6 
, Sir Alexander Fleming was a quiet, conscientious man; 
his discovery of penicillin made a world of difference to medical 
practice and the story of his years of work and experiment 
is here told in a straightforward manner. Here are no 
spectacular battles, no colourful characters, but Mr. Rowland 
has done all he can to make the life of this truly great man 
stand out for young people. He follows Sir Alexander’s life 
from his boyhood among the Scottish hills, through his 
experiences in the First World War, to his last years and 
travels to many countries and his winning of the Nobel Prize. 
It is not an inspired piece of writing, and the author seems 
to have been conscious that he was not making this life-story 
as exciting as he might have done, but as an introduction it 
is a worth-while book. Certainly we need people who will 
write about “the lasting victories’; it is only too easy for 
young people to forget them in the flood of “exciting” stories 
> for which they have such voracious appetites. 
A list of. books which readers may well wish to consult 
if they want to check on facts or follow up for further reading 
on the discovery of penicillin is given at the end of this book. 


Rusu, P. My Brother Lambert. Illus. by D. Walsh 
143 pp. 84 X 5 ; ‘ , Phoenix House 9/6 
This book is the latest addition to the Phoenix Press 
if “Pageant of History” series, a good idea of making a tale, 
authentic in all important matters, around episodes of crisis in 
our national history. Obviously there is a chance here of the 
kind of didacticism which can do so much to kill the imagination 
by means of which history can come to mean something for 
children, and a danger of making puppets out of the characters, 
real and invented alike. One remembers with gratitude Mr. 
Trease’s The Barons’ Hostage, for instance, as one example in 
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this series of how such pitfalls could be avoided. My Brother 
Lambert, whose subject is, of course, the Yorkist rising of 
1487 which ended at Stoke in Nottinghamshire, is very good 
indeed, in parts. Lambert Simnel is very much as the few 
known facts would justify, vain, feather-brained, but essentially 
harmless and the structure of the tale, by which his rebellion, 
or rather its defeat, becomes tangled up in Simnel’s own 
family’s affairs, is ingeniously contrived. Some of the major 
figures are less convincing, however, Henry VII and his Queen, 
for example. Still, it is difficult to force high policies into 
this kind of mould with entire conviction, and Mr. Rush is 
to be congratulated on a valiant, entertaining, and generally 
successful attempt. The book is adequately illustrated, but 
the map of Stoke Field is highly misleading, and the reconstruc- 
tion of the hamlet of East Stoke itself gives the impression 
that che artist had another Stoke in mind. 


SELLMAN, R. R. The Vikings. Illus. 68 pp. 
8} X 6 . . - «  « Methuen 10/6 


This admirable series goes from strength to strength, and 
Mr. Sellman’s contributions to it are uniformly of the very 
highest quality. A really good short account of the Viking 
activities was in any case needed; to have one of this 
standard is more than one would have dared hope for. As has 
been the case with previous volumes, the slimness of this book 
is deceptive, for the amount of information which it contains 
is really surprising, and what is more important, the kind of 
material which is easily obtainable from any standard history 
is touched on only slightly, leaving thereby more space for 
a rounded picture of Viking origins, ways of life, and less 
spectacular activities than the blood baths into which they 
plunged north-western Europe. For after all, the Vikings 
were traders and colonisers first, from the days of their early 
settlement in the Orkneys, to their landings in Iceland and 
Greenland. ‘The pathetic end to this last attempt at expansion 
is well described here. It is as well to be reminded that such 
adventures are as essential and a more lasting part of the whole 
Viking saga as the terrible raids which threw much of Europe 
back into a darkness worse than that in which the western 
empire of Rome ended. 


The book is well illustrated and provided with wholly 


admirable maps and plans. It is a small triumph of compact, 
well-ordered and authoritative information. 
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SeTH-SMITH, E. K. The Black Tower. Illus. by 
N. Sayer. 205 pp. 74 X 5 ; : Harrap 9/6 


Owen Tudor tends to be another of the forgotten 
characters of history, remembered chiefly as the ancestor of 
Henry VII through a morganatic if romantic union with a 
widowed queen. His two children, Edmund and Jasper, 
receive little more notice as a rule, so that Miss Seth-Smith 
is to be congratulated for this very readable reconstruction of 
their childhood under the constant threat of the Duke of 
Gloucester’s evil intentions. The upbringing of the two “little 
Tidders” at the farm where they were put out to nurse, in 
Sanctuary and under the protection of the King and the Prior 
of Bermondsey, is related in lively fashion, and a strong sense 
of period is created. The figure of Duke Humphrey is perhaps 
too shadowy to make him a convincing villain, on the other 
hand attention is not distracted from the main figures. The 
nobility and charm of Owen Tudor are sufficiently in evidence 
to make the reader sympathise with his and his Queen’s 
predicament. 


SHIPPEN, K. B. Men, Microscopes and Living Things 
Illus. by A. Ravielli, 155 pp. 8} X 5 


Phoenix House 12/6 
This is possibly the best thing of its kind since Paul de 
Krief’s Microbe Hunters in 1927, though it covers wider 
ground more briefly. In its short accounts of many dedicated 
enquirers who have, through history, probed deep into life’s 
mysteries, it highlights their characters as well as their achieve- 
ments, and creates a powerful impression of the tireless curiosity 
of man concerning the world about him without forgetting 
the dramatic contributions in the discoveries of individual men. 
Perhaps it is best described as a modern survey in the shape 
of Julian Huxley’s Essays in Popular Science, written in a 
style and manner that must captivate children to the extent 
that his work engaged the attention of the adult world. The 
illustrations are most suggestive and at times quite beautiful 
into the bargain. 


StyLes, S. Midshipman Quinn. 192 pp. 84 X 5 


Faber 12/6 

Midshipman Quinn of His Majesty’s frigate “Althea,” 

on detached duty in the Mediterranean in the year 1803, did 
not, at any rate to one reader, begin to ring true until well 
into Chapter 2. Thereafter he develops into a thoroughly 
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credible kind of juvenile Hornblower, whose adventures 
against the French make very good reading. Lt. Commander 
Styles has already written widely in this field of the naval 
wars against Napoleon, though not, as far as one knows, books 
for children. Septimus Quinn begins this tale as a precocious 
boy given to experiments with chemicals, but apart from one 
quite unlikely occasion on which he uses one of his devices 
to foil a highwayman, his life at sea restricts his opportunities 
for what one cannot but help feel to be an interest both out 
of time and out of character, to one single further chance, 
and that episode is not very convincing either. For the rest, 
the adventures within the framework of a single voyage are 
exciting pictures of what the bolder midshipmen of those days 
may well have dreamed would happen to them, and the des- 
cription of the hard and bitter life of the sea is entirely auth- 
entic. We should like more of Midshipman Quinn’s escapades. 


Syme, R. The Great Canoe. Illus. by W. Stobbs 
160 pp. 8 X 53 . . Hodder & Stoughton 12/6 


It could have been expected that when Wes Graham 
invited his school chum Reg Palmer to spend a holiday in his 
Pacific island home of Rahanui that the natural wonders of 
the South Pacific would have provided thrills and entertain- 
ment enough, even without a hurricane thrown in. However, 
Reg’s visit coincides with a disaster in the path of the hurricane 
which affects the whole economy of a native settlement and 
the finances of Captain Graham as well. By another 
coincidence an American film producer is nosing around in the 
hope of finding one of the gigantic canoes in which the 
Polynesians made their trans-oceanic voyages, and Captain 
Graham and the boys become the instruments by which one 
is built for his purposes. That, in outline, suggests the bonus 
of interest which the holiday provokes, but it does not give a 
full picture of the many other exciting incidents, major and 
minor, which pack this book with entertaining detail. Yet it 
does not seem overfull or too contrived, though the enthusiasm 
and dedication which are the main matter of the closing 
chapters might strike the reader as a trifie overdone. 


Tuompson, D. P. Riding with the Lyntons. Illus. 
by S. Rose. 193 pp. 74 X 5 ; ‘ Collins 9/6 


This is yet another slick story of children and horses set 
in their usual stratum of society that is somehow exclusive of 
all others. ‘The story is competently told and the scene is fresh 
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and attractive. Leslie Warren, together with her parents, 
moves from a London flat to a country cottage. There she 
awaits and prepares for her first pony and becomes acquainted 
with the Lyntons, a lively and gaily assorted family whose 
overriding interest is horses. This young friendship has rough 
ups and downs and a stormy middle passage, but the usual 
smooth and pleasantly breezy ending. ‘The author tries hard 
and has managed to accent the attraction of the particular 
life she knows and loves, but although her vocabulary is 
reasonably large, her descriptions tend to be repetitive and 
shallow, making the scene at times merely a pretty pretty one, 
instead of the deeply appealing one it should be. Her 
characters have spirit, and Leslie some thoughtfulness that is 
true to life, but most children and parents are painted with 
the conventional insipid colours that are the result of a narrow 
outlook. A mixing with a wider world would give a richer 
and a deeper tint. 


Tinciair, J. The Ghost of a Tangerine. Illus. by A. 

Cook. 207 pp. 8 X 53 ; ; Blackwell 11/6 
No, the book is not about a reincarnated orange ; the 
“tangerine” was an English stonemason who worked on the 
great wall at Tangier and hid a treasure, so he said, in a tomb 
hard by. Discovery of clues to this treasure sets the Merriden 
family on a jaunt to Tangier itself, with the faint hope that 
the treasure may be still there. It isn’t, but that hardly 
matters, for the pleasure of the book lies in the fun of prepara- 
tions and the humour of the journey by sea. This is a happy 
family outing in a large way and must prove as effective a 

holiday for the reader as for the Merridens. 


Trevor, M. The Other side of the Moon. Illus. by 
M. Thomas. 192 pp. 73? X5 . . Collins 9/6 
Gil reached the moon, in the first place, by accident, but 
it was by design that he and his companions from the rocket 
ship Moondart disembarked on that side of the planet which 
from Earth is never seen. Once she has got him there, Miss 
Trevor flies in the face of established theories of atmosphere 
and gravity and the party are able to move and breathe norm- 
ally without special equipment or clothing. Not that there 
are no hazards for the traveller in this antique land, but those 
are for the reader’s private discovery. “The author adds her 
own particular brand of magic to the subsequent incidents and 
encounters with the inhabitants of the “other side,” but this 
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does not always conceal the lack of real originality in the plot 
and counterplot. The germ of ideological comment implied in 
the description of moon-made society adds nothing, either, to 
the failing sense of wonder that assails the reader as he pro- 
ceeds. Miss Trevor has previously demonstrated a pleasant 
gift for phantasy but here it seems uneasily applied. 


Watters, H. Blast Of at Woomera. 202 pp. 
“es aie . . Faber 12/6 


This story of a boy who, because he is small for his age 
and a promising scientist, is chosen to be the first human being 
to be shot off in a rocket to the moon, is written as an exciting 
piece of reporting. Like a good journalist, Hugh Walters has 
made this tale human, detailed, and full of suspense. We 
learn enough about young Chris Godfrey to care about his 
experiences, and even whether he survives. We hear the 
interesting parts of his training for his ordeal. We get a 
glimpse of the rocket firing range at Woomera. We even have 
some — almost unnecessary — extra thrills added when an 
unknown traitor crops up in the camp ; when and where will 
his sabotage become obvious ? There is not too much technical 
clutter to slow up the story ; indeed those children who are 
deeply interested in rockets will probably criticise the book 
for being too shallow and unauthentic. Judged as a thriller 
with a 1957 setting and a new sort of hero, it is gripping and 
crisply told; a success. 


White, T. E. The Master. 256 pp. 7% X 5 


Cape 15/- 
T. H. White has turned from the days of King Arthur 
to Wellsian fantasy. Twelve year-old twins, Nicky and Judy, 
with their dog, are kidnapped by the strange inhabitants of 
Rockall, that desolate rock which figures in weather forecasts. 
For the purposes of the story, we must imagine that it contains 
living quarters and a laboratory hollowed out of its interior, 
where the Master, who is 157 years old, and his staff, which 
includes a Chinaman and a coloured man, are working on an 
antidote to the atomic bomb. Having this, thinks the Master, 
he will be able to dominate the world. The children endeavour 
to foil his plans, but meet with mee success, and it is the dog 
in the end who succeeds. 


A curious tale, well written in — style; it may appeal 
to the fourteen or fifteen year-old boy who likes science fiction. 





AL 





\is 


al 
re 
ok 
er 


nd 


ur 
ly, 
of 


ins 
or, 


ich 


er, 
ur 
og 


on. 








THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 77 





WisBERLEY, L. The Wound of Peter Wayne. IUllus. 
by D. Gorsline. 151 pp. 8 X 54 : Faber 12/6 
There is something quite exceptional about the tone of 
this story of a young Virginian’s fortunes and adventures after 
the Civil War which killed his father and his mother and left 
his patrimony derelict and encumbered. The essential wrong- 
ness of war and the heavy toll it takes of human tolerance is 
as well conveyed as the slow return of faith and confidence 
which Peter Wayne finds through adventuring into the west 
as a gold miner and mixing again with men of all conditions 
and origins. There are, incidentally, several lively fights with 
Indians and other enemies, a fine moment of suspense in a 
saloon gun-fight, and a happy ending for the homing Peter 
Wayne, healed of the wound in his mind. Several characters 
encountered on the journey west and back are eccentric in a 
jolly kind of way, though not without other qualities which 
endear them to the reader. Throughout, the tone is sincere, 
at times moving, so that the book may appeal more to older 
children, though well-read younger readers also ought to 
respond to its careful artistry. 


ALLEN, P. The Orchestra for Boys and Girls. Illus. 
126 pp. 9 X 64 . English Universities Press 10/6 
This volume in the “Junior Teach Yourself” series forms 
an excellent introduction to the modern orchestra — its 
instruments, organisation and history. The author has been 
able to use his connection with the Cambridge University 
Orchestra to obtain most convincing photographs of players 
and instruments in action, and these, together with black and 
white drawings by his wife, are used to show the evolution and 
functioning of each group. The book, catering for a wide 
range of juvenile age, includes a chapter on unusual clefs, and 
on transposition. (In this section, the printer has transposed 
the letters C and F, on page 79. Another slip, on page 102, 
is 1900 for 1800.) The final chapters describe the rise in 
the status of the players, from the vagabond minstrels of the 
Middle Ages, through the Kapellen of courtly and clerical 
patrons, to the large modern orchestras under the patronage, 
mostly, of public corporations. At the same time, the kind 
of music they would be called upon to perform is sketched, 
from suite to symphony. The book seems to contain all the 
answers, written as it is by one who is both conductor and 
tutor. 
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Illustration by Lotte Reiniger from King Arthur and his Knights 
of the Round Table (Faber) 


















THE BRIDGE 


The books included in this section have been chosen from among ‘Adult’ 
novels as being suitable for inclusion in the Intermediate Library and are 
generally suggested for reading by young people from 15 to 19. They are 
not necessarily of very recent publication. 


ALMEDINGEN, E. M. Stephen’s Light . Hutchinson 12/6 
Set in the late 15th Century in an imaginary European 
city this is a novel with a carefully detailed background based 
on contemporary records of the life of religious communities 
and on documents of the Hanseatic League. 

Conrad the merchant, his daughter Sabina who learns and 
later inherits his business, her lover Richard, Luke the weaver, 
and many servants and humble workpeople show in their lives 
and thoughts the impact of the Renaissance on the common 
people. Yet the social and economic historical facts are so 
much an integral part of the story, so naturally introduced 
and so everyday in their type, that few young readers will 
even think of the book as having any close relationship with 
history. The novel moves surely and briskly from start to 
finish, nowhere impeded or obviously directed by the realities 
which form its foundation and give it veritable substance. 
Good style and careful writing, combined with a genuine 
theme, make a story to be recommended to adolescents and as 
background reading for schools. 


Brestin, H. Thunder on the River ‘ Collins 14/- 

A romantic story of a fishing community on the banks of 

the Hudson river in 1788. There is a slight background of 

political history but the outstanding theme is the life of a young 

girl who takes an active part in her fisherman father’s work, 

and at the same time has to decide between rival suitors of 
very different classes. For girls of 16 upwards. 


Buttett, G. The Daughters of Mrs. Peacock Dent 15/- 
A highly diverting story of the three daughters of mid- 
Victorian parents, and particularly of their various love affairs. 
Mrs. Peacock herself is a managing woman but Papa is in 
essence more modern. He interferes seldom and then only in 
detachedly humorous fashion, but it is his background support 
which finally enables his daughters to win their freedom from 

the affectionate but excessive restraint and decorum which their 
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mother would impose. Mr. Bullett knows and loves his period, 
and his characterisation and style have an original flavour and 
literary quality all too rare in modern novels. 


Burton, M. Found Drowned . : Collins 10/6 


A rather intricate and skilfully developed detective story 
laid in a seaside town of the north of England. The motives 
are various and complicated, but though the interest is sustained 
and tension at times high, the author avoids the horrors which 
make some thrillers unsuitable for more sensitive minds. The 
dust jacket is the most horrifying part of the story. 


Creasey, J. A Prince for Inspector West 


Hodder & Stoughton 

Inspector West has the unenviable task of organising 
security measures for the visit to England of an oriental prince 
of an oil-bearing country. His task is complicated by an 
attempted assassination in Italy, and the murder of an English- 
man on the spot. The scene shifts to England and other 
murders and attempted ones take place till Inspector West 
finally unravels the mystery. Few readers will guess the out- 
come. Exciting and full of suspense. 


Gaunt, W. The Lady in the Castle . W.H. Allen 12/6 


Based on the lives of the younger Paston family, this is 
a good historical reproduction of the Wars of the Roses period, 
as it affected people in the country, fairly remote from the 
actual fighting except where they desired to take part in it, 
but feeling the impact of unrest and unsettled government 
through the oppression of the smaller by the greater land- 
owners. Margaret Mauteby was daughter-in-law to Judge 
Paston and in the absence of her husband strove valiantly to 
preserve his inheritance of Caister Castle and to cope with 
difficult domestic problems. The story deals more with social 
history and family life than with national events, and is only 
marred by attempting to cover too long a period. 


GraHaM, J. The Quiet Star . Hodder & Stoughton 9/6 


Stella is an unusual, but not unknown character of modern 
times. Brought up in an old-fashioned and restricted way by 
a mother who is much older than her daughter, she has no 
friends and no social life or amusements. How the Martin 
family find her and introduce her to their world with its wider 
interests and emotions, makes a story likely to appeal to the 
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less sophisticated adolescent girls. Rather sweetly sentimental 
in parts, with plenty of young love and jealousy and a forceful 
Grandma Buggins. For girls of 14 up. 


GREENWOOD, W. Down by the Sea . Hutchinson 12/6 
The faults and failings of modern men and women loom 

large in the limited setting of a Cornish village, where every- 

one knows everyone else. Darky Durant’s haphazard life and 
morals are perhaps a little over-glamourised, but he is a rich 

and intriguing character and an excellent foil to the more 
conventional men around him. A very human story with all 

the unconscious humour of village exchanges, near tragedy and 

a strong leaven of commonsense. For boys and girls of 16 up. 


Hepp_e, A. Janet Forsythe . : Hutchinson 11/6 

The sudden death of her father completely alters Janet’s 

life and from being a pupil at a fashionable school she takes 

one post after another as a governess. Finally she arrives in 

Scotland and her snobbish gentility is shocked by the free and 

easy life of the household. After much heartburning she sheds 

her airs and graces and, one assumes, will live happy ever after. 

Rather sentimental and a shade moralising, but wholesome 
enough and likely to appeal to the less critical girl of 14 up. 


James, M. The Cardi comes home : Cape 15/- 

Told by William Jones, the “Cardi” who returns to his 

home village after many years abroad, this is the desultory but 

fascinating tale of everyday life in a coastal district of Car- 

diganshire. Its appeal is to readers who enjoy the quieter type 

of regional stories where interest centres on simple events and 

the interplay of character among those who know and under- 
stand each other well. For older adolescents. 


Kemp, R. The Maestro. . Duckworth 15/- 
An amusing and satirical tale of the Maidencastle Festival 
of all the Arts and the political repercussions which attend 
the presence of the virtuoso of honour, the Panslavonian 
Vassili Gortchakovitch and the British official charged with 

his care. For older readers of both sexes. 


McNEILL, J. The Other side of the Wail 
Hodder & Stoughton 12/6 
Dealing with the problems of human relationships within 
the family in modern life, this novel may be described as a 
cautionary tale for parents. Older girls may find it interesting 
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and thought provoking, and it is no bad thing for them to give 
some serious attention to the effects of divorce or ill-assorted 
marriages or too cloying and possessive parental affection on 
the lives of the children involved. For readers of 16 up. 


Mair, A. The Seventeenth Laird . . Hale 10/6 
In these days one would expect to find any seventeenth 
laird somewhat impoverished, so it is not surprising to find 
Niall Stewart selling his ancestral home to a speculator who 
turns it into an hotel, and has plans for developing the estate 
in line with more vulgar and ostentatious modern trends. But 
the laird does not succumb to his misfortunes, and with the 
assistance of family, friends and tenants he forms a plan of 
campaign which is so successful that the hated intruder departs 
and leaves the West Highland estate to those who like it as 
it is. A lively and amusing tale with a love interest and a 
pleasant background of Scottish country life. For readers of 
16 up. 


Montcomery, J. Mr. Sparrow ; Hutchinson 10/6 
An unusual story of a middle-aged bank clerk who is a 
square peg in a round hole. Never very satisfactory in his 
job because he is always dreaming of the country he loves, 
Mr. Sparrow spends all his spare time making friends with 
a black pony and exploring the country lanes of Sussex with 
the pony in the shafts of a little trap. He makes new friends 
but disaster almost overwhelms him when the pony is sold and 
apparently lost to him. How he finds her in the end and 
finds himself and the courage to leave the Bank to try a life 
he loves and enjoys, makes an interesting story. Likely to 
appeal to all horse lovers, who will not mind the bit of 
propaganda on behalf of the Horse League and of value 
because of the underlying theme that many good things can be 
enjoyed at little cost and that to do a job one hates for 
financial reasons, is not always a sound policy. 


Moor, G. The Northerners . Hodder & Stoughton 12/6 

Amusing in a dry, North Country fashion, with its leaven- 

ing of dialect, this is a story of Dale farmers who found life 

on the land too unrewarding and moved to the city of Liver- 

pool. There, James and Margaret Marr brought up a family 

who in their turn went their own ways to adventure. For 
alder adolescents. .. 
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Moor, G. Green and Gold . Hodder & Stoughton 10/6 


In the Calder Valley, in the time of George II, lived a 
band of coiners and other lawless types. Mark Saltenstall, 
an orphan from the workhouse, was apprenticed to the coiners’ 
leader. At the end of his apprenticeship he left and tried to 
seek an honest living, but the gang feared his knowledge and 
followed him up till finally he was captured and condemned 
for a crime he did not commit. A poignant story of love and 
tragedy against a natural background which often enhances 


and reflects the human passions involved. Ages 16 and up, 
both boys and girls. 


Nertt, R. Hangman’s Cliff , Hutchinson 15/- 


This author is one of the really serious historical novelists 
and his work displays scholarship, vigour and lively concern 
with documented truth. The year is 1782, the theme is 
smuggling, spying, treason and murder. A rich diversity of 
characters is employed and the varieties of motives which 
animated men and women of that period are set in relief 
against a background of wild nature and seafaring hazards. 
Courage is opposed to ruthlessness, devotion to duty to self- 
seeking ; legitimate conflicts of loyalties are dissected and 
explained, and the whole romance of smuggling is shown for 
what it really was. The action is rapid, suspense well- 
maintained, and a slight love interest rounds off a full and 
rewarding story. A correct appraisal of bygone organised law 
breaking also has some moral value in these days of falling 
standards of conduct which have their origin in similar 
frustrations and temptations. For readers of 14 up. 


SmitH, D. E. Beyond the Gates ‘ : Hale 12/6 


Lydia, an unprepossessing girl who had known no home 
but the Mary Clitheroe Orphanage, was terrified when she 
was told she must go into domestic service. Her first 
“temporary” post became permanent and Lydia displayed such 
reserves of competence and skill in household affairs that she 
very quickly became the centre and presiding genius of the 
house and reaped a reward of affection and esteem of which 
she had never even dreamed. Miss Hamilton, her mistress, 
is an unusual person but the real pivots of the story are Lydia 
and Miss Hamilton’s niece, Midge, who quickly becomes 
Lydia’s friend. A sympathetically told and credible story with 
real characters and atmosphere. For girls of 14 up. 























PAGE 84 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





STEVENSON, D. E. Summerhills . . Collins 13/6 

A pleasant simple story of the lives of the Ayrton family 

whose home is at Amberwell in Scotland. The family’s early 

life was dealt with in the author’s previous novel, Amberwell, 

but the period is now post-war and many topical problems 

arise and are solved in various ways. The scheme which pro- 

duces Summerhills and the romances of different members of 

the family make a story likely to appeal to adolescent girls 
from 14 up. 


SUTCLIFFE, R. Lady in Waiting Hodder & Stoughton 13/6 
Many historical novels have been written round the figure 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, but none more moving than this. 
Written from the standpoint of his wife, Bess Throckmorton, 
it is a sensitive and delicate study of great love, high ambition 

and crushing misfortune. For girls of 16 and upwards. 


Titscey, F. and V. Seth Makepeace 

Eyre & Spottiswoode 15/- 
The hero of this story of the Industrial Revolution pur- 
sued his ambitions with a ruthlessness characteristic of the 
times. His unscrupulous theft of Crompton’s invention serves 
to reveal to his wife his inmost character, and the strength of 
his obsession with the mill, and the end is tragedy and self- 
revelation. A good picture of the period and of a personal 

love story. Age 16 and up. 


Vu.tuamy, C. E. Body in the Boudoir . M. Joseph 12/6 
An up-to-date thriller of literary quality and complicated 
plot. The scene of the crime is the Castle of the Marquis of 
Ruggerbrace. Suspects are many and detection more than 
usually difficult. For more experienced readers of detective 
novels who take pleasure in the psychological development of 
character and reject the unreasonable, illogical and purely 
fortuitous. For readers of 16 up. 


WatsH, M. Danger under the Moon . Chambers 12/6 

Superintendent Farley seeks to unravel the truth of the 

crime for which the self-confessed murderer, David Daunt, 

has spent nine years in prison. Exciting and unexpected, 

sentimental in parts, with Irish background, this thriller in 
reverse will appeal to most young readers of 15 or 16 up. 








